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january 22, 2023 at 11am | baptism of the lord

An open and welcoming Christian community in service to God and neighbor



We Come Into God’s Presence with Joy

Prelude

Life of the Church
Please take this time to fill out the Friendship Pad and pass to your neighbor!

* Opening Song #749       Come! Live in the Light!
Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

* Call to Worship Gale Ring, liturgist
The Lord has called us by name, called us out!
We are here, is that not enough?

We have been called for a purpose, to offer hope for the world.
Where can this hope be found?

It is within you, that yearning for something bigger than yourself.
What do we do with it?

We speak the truth of God’s grace, mercy, and love.  
We live the truth in every moment of our lives as best we can.
It sounds too hard, it seems too big!

And that is what Jesus came to do: to help us, guide us, encourage us. 
Come, let us worship the Lord, the Almighty!

* You are invited to stand as you are able.
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* Hymn #409 God is Here! abbots leigh

Unison Prayer of Confession
Sky-shattering God, we confess that we have not always paid much 
attention to the baptism of Jesus, but viewed it as a nice story which 
begins Jesus’ ministry. We don’t always see ourselves as standing 
in that long line of those marked for service; and therefore, it 
is easy for us to dismiss this as a nice story and nothing more. 
Yet, you have called us by name, knowing each of us and loving 
us. We are astonished by this. We know that we have behaved 
in very unloving ways and engaged in some behaviors which do 
not promote your love and peace. Forgive us for our sins. Turn us 
around. Help us to be people who not only recognize the light, but 
who are willing to live in that light, bringing help to others in 
your name. For we pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of God’s Presence and Promise

* Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

* Song of Response #609     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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We Hear God’s Word

First Reading of The Word Acts 10:34-43

Anthem Come to the Water by John F. Foley
 Westminster Choir

Oh let all who thirst, let them come to the water.
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: 
without money, without price. 
Why should you pay the price, 
except for the Lord, the Lord?
And let all who seek, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: 
without money without strife. 
Why should you spend your life,
except for the Lord, the Lord?
And let all who toil, let them come to the water. 
And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord: 
all who labor without rest. 
How can your soul find rest, 
except for the Lord, the Lord?
And let all the poor, let them come to the water. 
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord: 
bring the children without might. Easy the load and light: 
come to the Lord, the Lord. 
Come to the water, come to the Lord.

Second Reading of the Word     Matthew 3:13-17

Sermon  Rev. Dr. Melissa 
Lynn Allison
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We Respond to God’s Word

* Preparation for Prayer #842 The Lord is My Light
The Lord is my light, my light and salvation:
in God I trust; in God I trust.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Offering

Song of Response #314 Christ, Be Our Light
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Prayer of Dedication
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Reaffirmation of Baptismal Covenant
Today we are celebrating the baptism of Jesus, and we are remembering our baptism 
when God claimed us as children in a life-long covenant. If you have not been 
baptized, you are fully welcome here. Feel free to not say words that may not yet 
apply to you. If you would like to know more about the life of discipleship and about 
being part of the baptismal covenant, be sure to speak with the pastor or elder at the 
communion table.

Invitation to the Water
Dear friends,  
on this day of re-creation we recall all of God’s saving acts through water. 
We remember Christ’s baptism, and we claim and remember our own.

We also reflect on the promises we as members of the church of Jesus Christ 
make to one another in baptism.
We have promised to guide and nurture one another by word and 
deed, with love and prayer, encouraging each other to know and follow 
Christ, and to be faithful members of his church.

We gather at this font of living water to celebrate these promises and God’s 
ever-flowing, redeeming grace. 
We long to draw ever deeper from the well of God’s mercy. We celebrate 
the Spirit with us—refreshing, renewing, making us one. Amen.

* Hymn #475 Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing

nettleton
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Celebrating the Gifts of Those Called to Service  
Through Ordination and Installation

In Christ we are made one, and we all belong to each other.
We have different gifts according to the grace God has given us.

If your gift is to hear God’s Word,
speak it out in faith.

If your gift is service,
live to serve others.

If your gift is the heart of a teacher,
teach what is true. 

We celebrate our individual gifts and affirm that we are all called in all things 
 to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

Siblings in Christ, today we celebrate in the name of Christ our commitment to 
nurture, support, and sustain the spiritual gifts of all gathered.
May we be enjoined together this day in living out a shared ministry 
which emulates the life and witness of Christ. 

Holy God, bless this covenant of people ministering together responding 
to the promises of our baptism. May we witness your gifts in one another. 
May we grow together in joy and wisdom as we venture forth praising your 
Spirit. Amen.
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Installation/Ordination
Gracious God, you have called each of us by name to be a part of your 
family. We thank you for the special gifts blessed upon those here 
today who are responding to your call in fulfilling particular roles in 
the life of the church. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon your servants 
whom you called through baptism as your own and marked as your 
own. Grant them the same mind that was in Christ. Amen.

* Hymn #694 Great God of  
Every Blessing

aurelia

We Go Forth to Serve

* Benediction
. . . and let all God’s people say, “Alleluia! Amen!”

Postlude
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This Week’s News
Installation and Ordination Sunday: Today, we celebrate Baptism of the 
Lord as well as welcome our new elders and deacons.

Sean Eaton, Lynda Berg, and Doug Tidd are joining Session as elders.

New deacons include Gail Arnold and Amy Welzenbach in the HOPE care group 
and Emily Kerr and Nancy Lunsford in the FAITH care group.

Tax year end contribution statements are available for you to pick up by the 
sanctuary doors.

The approved minutes and ministry team reports from the 12/20/22 Session 
Meeting are available on the bookshelf across from the elevator.

We pray for our Westminster family
 Ongoing needs: Kathryn & Richard Trim, Sue Bennett, Fran Bolhouse

Condolences to Bryce Babcock and Pam Story on the December 22 death of 
Pam’s brother, Paul Earl.

Please email prayer requests to Diane Imredy ( ) for 
listing here and in the Friday Good Things Are Happening email; or contact Jill 
Fairchild, prayer chain coordinator (  or ). 
You can join our email prayer chain by contacting Jill. To keep us current, 
please share updates on those for whom we are praying.
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Grow in Faith and Friendship
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 9:30am. Please contact 
Marcia Anderson ( ; ) or Jun Zhang  
( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall at 9:30am.

Monday Conversations are weekly at 1pm online. The Zoom invitation is in 
the Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or contact Rev. Melissa  
( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third Mondays at 7pm via Zoom. 
Please contact Margaret Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7pm on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. A mix of book and Bible study helps us understand how to follow 
Jesus in today’s world. For meeting information please contact Elizabeth Tidd 
( ) or Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1pm weekly. Please let Sue Flynn know if you 
would like to join us ( ).
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Westminster PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, mi 48103 . 

 . 

Westminster Staff may be reached by phone at 

Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison, Pastor; 

Shawn McDonald, Director of Music; 

Margaret Compton, Office and 
Facilities Manager;  

April Wright, Bookkeeper, 
Assistant Financial Secretary; 

 Nate Veldhoff, Communications 
and Media Director;  

 Evelyn Vogel, Custodian

Welcome to Westminster
We thank you for choosing to worship with us, 
and hope you experience God’s presence and love.

Our Mission: Show the love of Jesus Christ by welcoming everyone, without 
exception, into the full life of the church; participating in the joyful worship 
of God; engaging in regular study, reflection, prayer and sharing of our faith; 
committing ourselves and our resources to the spiritual and physical needs of 

our church family and neighbors near and far; seeking to be a good neighbor in 
our neighborhood.

Sunday worship podcasts are at .

For deacon care, please contact Diane Imredy ( ).

Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial 
commitments in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church.


