
We Come Into God’s Presence with Joy

Prelude

Life of the Church

Opening Prayer
God of all time, help us enter the New Year quietly,
thoughtful of who we are to ourselves and to others,
mindful that our steps make an impact
and our words carry power.
May we walk gently. 
May we speak only after we have listened well. 
Creator of all life, help us enter the New Year reverently, 
aware that you have endowed every creature and plant,  
every person and habitat with beauty and purpose. 
May we regard the world with tenderness. 
May we honor rather than destroy.

Lover of all souls, help us enter the New Year joyfully,
willing to laugh and dance and dream,
remembering our many gifts with thanks
and looking forward to blessings yet to come.
May we welcome your lavish love.
In this new year, may the grace and peace of Christ bless us  
now and in the days ahead. Amen.
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* Hymn #144 In the Bleak Midwinter cranham

Call to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
O God, you are slow to anger and swift to have mercy;
Forgive us when we treat time as a commodity or an enemy,
when we abuse your gift of time.
In our fastness and our slowness, help us to keep pace with you.
Free us to live in your time, a new time,
in which there is a time for everything under heaven,
and slow is not too slow, and fast is not too fast.
Transform us into people who see time as a gift and a friend,
who live as if we have time,
because we know that your time will never cease.
Through Jesus we pray, Amen.

Silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of God’s Presence and Promise

* Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

* Song of Response #314       Christ, Be Our Light
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
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We Hear God’s Word

First Reading of The Word Micah 5:2-5

Anthem

Second Reading of the Word     Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Sermon  Rev. Dr. Melissa 
Lynn Allison

We Respond to God’s Word

* Preparation for Prayer #466 Come and Fill Our Hearts
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you
and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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...Together, we lift up our voices to give you praise and thanksgiving: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

Prayer after Communion and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Offering

Song of Response     O God of Light, May Our Light Shine the first nowell 
  text by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

O God of light, may our light shine
In ways that serve and honor you.
May we be loving, just and kind,
Proclaiming Christ in all we do.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.
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Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn #250 In the Bulb There Is 
a Flower

promise

We Go Forth to Serve

* Benediction
. . . and let all God’s people say, “Alleluia! Amen!”

Postlude
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This Week’s News
Members of Riverside Community Gathering thank you for the freshly 
baked bread offered from our celebration of Communion today and shared 
with them this Wednesday.

Cantata reschedule: January 15 has been selected as the make-up date for the 
choir cantata, “Tapestry of Light”. Join us that Sunday morning for celebration 
and song!

Reading through the Bible will start afresh with Genesis on Jan 22! RTB has 
met weekly non-stop for over 20 years starting with reading Genesis together 
for the first time as a study group. RTB recently finished reading Revelation, 
and with that, the whole Bible. Committed study and discussion has led to 
both spiritual insights and meaningful fellowship. Now would be a great time 
for other folks to join as the new year begins with “In the beginning...” 
Please contact Marcia Anderson ( ) for more info.

We pray for our Westminster family
Ongoing needs: Kathryn & Richard Trim, Sue Bennett, Fran Bolhouse

Please email prayer requests to Connie George ( ) for 
listing here and in the Friday Good Things Are Happening email; or contact Jill 
Fairchild, prayer chain coordinator (  or ). 
You can join our email prayer chain by contacting Jill. To keep us current, 
please share updates on those for whom we are praying.
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Grow in Faith and Friendship
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 9:30am. Please contact 
Marcia Anderson ( ; ) or Jun Zhang  
( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall at 9:30am and will 
resume on January 8.

Monday Conversations are weekly at 1pm online. The Zoom invitation is in 
the Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or contact Rev. Melissa  
( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third Mondays at 7pm via Zoom. 
Please contact Margaret Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7pm on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. A mix of book and Bible study helps us understand how to follow 
Jesus in today’s world. For meeting information please contact Elizabeth Tidd 
( ) or Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club will start a new book together on January 12. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us ( ).
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Westminster Staff may be reached by phone at 

Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison, Pastor; 

Shawn McDonald, Director of Music; 

Margaret Compton, Office and 
Facilities Manager;  

April Wright, Bookkeeper, 
Assistant Financial Secretary; 

 Nate Veldhoff, Communications 
and Media Director;  

 Evelyn Vogel, Custodian

Welcome to Westminster
We thank you for choosing to worship with us, 
and hope you experience God’s presence and love.

Our Mission: Show the love of Jesus Christ by welcoming everyone, without 
exception, into the full life of the church; participating in the joyful worship 
of God; engaging in regular study, reflection, prayer and sharing of our faith; 
committing ourselves and our resources to the spiritual and physical needs of 

our church family and neighbors near and far; seeking to be a good neighbor in 
our neighborhood.

Sunday worship podcasts are at .

For deacon care, please contact Connie George ( ).

Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial 
commitments in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church.


