
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

When my children were little, I remember frequent 
squabbles over toys. One would have a toy the other 
wanted, there would be a quick snatch, a declaration 
of “MINE!”, and tears. I would swoop in, try and solve 
the disagreement, and demand that the offending 
child apologize to the other. A sulky and meaningless 

“I’m sorry” would follow. At some point I began to 
wonder what I was teaching them. 

I wanted them to learn manners, how to be 
polite and respectful, and hopefully move toward an 
understanding of a meaningful apology. One where 
they considered other people’s feelings and corrected 
their own behaviors if they were in the wrong. 

It was all well-meaning, but did little to cultivate 
empathy for the other or take ownership for their 
mistakes. Instead, they felt anger, resentment, and 
often shame. At the same time, I was watching 
politicians and celebrities offer very public apologies 
with no changed behavior or consideration for the 
impact on the person they harmed. I began to wonder: 
how could I teach my children to repair harm they 
cause?

This is the question that Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg 
focuses on in her book “On Repentance and 
Repair: Making Amends in An Unapologetic World.” 
Unfortunately, these forced apologies we learn as 
children have not necessarily translated into more 
reflective understandings of repentance and repair in 
our collective society or religious communities. 

The season of Lent is a time in the liturgical calendar 
where Christians sit intentionally with the places of 
brokenness in our lives and world that are longing 
for reconciliation. We do so in order to prepare for 
more fully for the celebration of Easter and the power 
of the resurrection. These reflections will hopefully 
lead us to new ways of aligning with God’s hopes for 
reconciliation and expressions of love in this world. 

Rabbi Ruttenberg shares with her readers, from 
a Jewish framework, the concepts of repentance, 
forgiveness, and atonement. I encourage you to buy 
her book and make it a part of your devotional time 
during Lent. In worship, in the Fellowship Hall Sunday 
School class, and in Monday Bible Study we will be 
focusing on the themes of her book and how they 
inform our Christian understanding on these topics. 

This is deeply transformational work that 
illuminates a path forward in new ways. Please join us!

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
One Great Hour of Sharing
From now until Easter, we have the opportunity to support PC(USA)’s annual special offering: One Great Hour 
of Sharing. Funds raised go to support:

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance- Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the 
devastation of natural or human-caused disasters, and support for refugees.

• Presbyterian Hunger Program- Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation and the systemic causes 
of poverty so all may be fed.

• Self-Development of People- Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty 
and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.

Contributions can be made online at  or by check to Westminster with “One Great 
Hour of Sharing” in the memo line. Thank you for helping to support Presbyterian mission around the world!

Riverside Bakers
Bakers for Riverside are needed starting in April. If you would like to sign up to cover this 
coming month or another month thereafter, please sign up on the bulletin board or contact 
Alice Chambers ( ).

Our Life Together
Praying Together
Our prayer group ministry returns this month. A group from the congregation would like to begin meeting 
regularly to pray for our church, our Presbytery, and our world. All are invited! The first gathering is set for 
Thursday, March 9, at 9:30am in the sanctuary.

Join us as we pray for for inspiration, support, direction, energy, and wisdom as we consider ways to further 
develop the vitality our church community and address challenges that we face. Pray for the initiatives our 
congregation will embark upon. Pray for the leaders and all people who will offer gifts to bring about the 
efforts of vitality. Pray for the people God will send us forth to meet, the plans God has for Christ’s church, and 
the ways in which we will experience the wonder of God that transforms us.

For more info on this and upcoming meetings, contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or  
Sean Eaton ( ).

March Game Night!
Friday, March 17, 7pm-8:30pm in the fellowship hall.

Thank you to everyone who came last month! Let’s do it again! Bring your favorite game 
or come and play some provided games.



Lent Fellowship Hall Class
Throughout the season of Lent, 
the fellowship hall adult ed 
class is exploring topics based 
off of the book On Repentance 
and Repair by Rabbi Dany 

Ruttenberg. Rev. Melissa has assembled articles and 
essays based on weekly themes; authors include some 

“classic” theologians (typically dead white dudes) but 
most of the chapters will focus on amplifying voices 
of color and women theologians. The themes for 
each week are as follows:

February 19th: Introduction 
February 26th: Confession 
March 5th: Repentance 
March 12th: Justice 
March 19th: Forgiveness 
March 26th: Atonement 

Books with the resources and materials are on 
the table by the sanctuary doors and available 
for everyone (even if you can’t attend the class on 
Sunday mornings)! 

Adult Ed meets at 9:30am on Sundays. Please join us!   
Contact Elizabeth Tidd for more info.  
( )

Easter Flowers
Only a couple days left to order flowers!

Please submit all orders by this Sunday, March 5.

Order online at . Payment may be made online or by 
mailing a check to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1500 Scio Church Road, 48103.

As in the past you can indicate if you want your plant to be “in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person, to 
be listed in the Easter bulletin. 

The price this year is $12 for daffodils or tulips.  

Deacons will deliver flowers to our at home members during Holy week. Members of the congregation can order 
flowers to decorate our worship space for Easter Sunday and then take them home after the service on April 9th. 
Hallelujah! Amen!

Upcoming Construction on Scio Church Road 
A major road construction project will soon arrive on Westminster’s doorstep. From the 
city of Ann Arbor:

The Scio Church Road Improvement Project on Scio Church Rd between South Seventh St. 
and South Maple Rd. is set to begin work on Wednesday, Mar. 15, 2023. The entire project is 
expected to be substantially completed by Aug. 18, 2023 and fully completed by Oct. 20, 2023.

This means the Scio Church driveway will be largely unavailable for quite some time. Please plan to use an alternate 
route to get to church and use the Greenview driveway. More information can be found at 



Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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