
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

I didn’t see Jane Pauley’s segment on CBS “Sunday 
Morning” until after worship on Christmas Day, when 
someone had reposted it on to social media. The story 
was commemorating the upcoming 250th anniversary 
of the hymn “Amazing Grace” on New Year’s Day. 
Admittedly, my first thought was, “is it too late to 
change the service for New Year’s?” Followed quickly by 
a second, “Is there a way to celebrate this anniversary 
in a meaningful way on another Sunday?” The answer 
to both of these questions was a resounding: “Yes!” 

Sung an estimated 10 million times each year, the 
lyrics of “Amazing Grace” were born some 60 miles 
north of London in the small town of Olney. The tune 
wouldn’t be written for another half-century. The 
hymn has known many lives throughout the years. It 
has been sung in countless churches and at funerals. It 
is a civil rights anthem, a civil religion anthem, a folk 
song, and a pop culture icon. I had no idea the song 
had been featured on television shows such as The 
Simpson, Cheers, and even Star Trek. For many of us 
it has been an anthem during our grief and given us 
strength to move through difficult times.

All the more of a reason for “Amazing Grace” to be 
our focus and theme for worship on Ash Wednesday 
February, 22nd at 7:00pm. Ash Wednesday literally 
marks (with ashes on our foreheads) a time of honest 
reflection: that we are human and our lives are filled 
with shortcomings. “For you are dust and to dust 
you shall return” (Genesis 3:19) are the words that 
accompany the ash shaped cross placed on foreheads 
and hands. We may not particularly enjoy thinking 
of ourselves or others as a “wretch” in need of saving. 
There is also something in our hearts that opens when 
we know that God’s amazing grace has the power find 
us when we feel at our most lost. 

Join is in worship as our hearts and voices bring 
to life the sounds of this hymn. One that connects 
us back to the heart and faith of a former trader of 
enslaved persons who became a pastor, and whose 
song reached the lips of civil right marchers. The song 
also carries us forward to remember how grace has 
brought us this far, and will lead us home.

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors

Valentine Cards
On Friday, January 20, Jill Fairfield, Marjorie McRoberts, 
Betty Shelburne, Elizabeth Tidd, and Vickie Gross 
(photographer) made a whole bunch of Valentine cards 
for our guests at Riverside.  We used stamps made out 
of potatoes, stickers and special markers that Betty 
brought.

Our Life Together
Celebrating Retirement and New Hire!
After 26 1/2 years serving Christ and the community at Westminster as Bookkeeper, we 
celebrate the retirement of April Wright. She is looking forward to spending more time 
with Dave and her family. While we are happy for her, we will miss her presence, wisdom, 
steadfastness, and attention to detail at WPC. When we learned of April’s pending 
retirement, the Administration & Personnel Ministry Team got to work searching for a 
new person to welcome to our staff. Several candidates were interviewed, and we are 

happy to announce that the new face will be a familiar one! Dave Gross, who has many years of experience 
working on the Finance Ministry Team and is familiar with our financial procedures and members of our 
church, has already begun training in the bookkeeper role with April. And April won’t go far!! We will enjoy 
seeing her (and Dave Wright) in church on Sunday, in the choir, and teaching our children. 

We will be recognizing April for her many years of dedicated service at a future Sunday reception later this 
spring. Thank you April for all your hard work and keeping our debits and credits in line. And congratulations, 
David, as you begin to serve God in new way!

Some Thank You’s:
From Nancy Lunsford:

Nancy thanks everybody for prayers during her hospital 
stay. She was able to return home on January 23. 

Blessings to my church family. Hope to see you soon.

Also, thank you to Carol Hufnagel and her company, 
Tetra Tech, for donating a conference table for the 
church library. This large meeting table is available for 
small group or ministry team meatings. (As always, 
check with Margaret Compton to reserve the space 
and confirm availability!)



Lent Fellowship Hall Class
For the upcoming season of Lent, the fellowship 
hall adult ed class will explore topics based off of 
the book On Repentance and Repair by Rabbi Dany 
Ruttenberg. Rev. Melissa has assembled articles and 
essays based on weekly themes; authors include some 

“classic” theologians (typically dead white dudes) but 
most of the chapters will focus on amplifying voices 
of color and women theologians. The themes for 
each week are as follows:

February 19th: Introduction 
February 26th: Confession 
March 5th: Repentance 
March 12th: Justice 
March 19th: Forgiveness 
March 26th: Atonement 

Adult Ed meets at 9:30am on Sundays. Please join us!   
Contact Elizabeth Tidd for more info.  
( )

Coffee Anyone? 
(Or maybe 
lemonade or tea?)
If you have a heart of service, 
we invite you to help make 
Westminster a welcoming 
environment by preparing 

refreshments for our Sunday worship. The Monday 
small group has offered to take the lead in getting this 
service restored after the long pandemic absence. We 
are looking for helpers so that the burden is light on 
all involved. Ideally we would have at least 10 people 
or groups willing to serve on rotation throughout the 
year. Expectations will be to set up before or during 
the Sunday School hour and clean up after worship. All 
supplies and instructions are provided (it’s really not 
hard!). We are looking to restart in March. 

If you are willing to take the lead on up to 5 Sundays 
per year,  please contact Carol  Hufnagel  at 

, or sign up on the bulletin board. 
Thank you in advance! 

February Game Night!
Friday, Feb 10, 6:30pm-8pm in 
the fellowship hall.

Come one, come all! Bring your 
favorite game or come and play 
some provided games. If you like 

a story strategy game, CATAN will be there, as well as 
some fun dice based games. Bring your own beverage, 
some cookies will be provided.

Easter Flowers
Easter will be here before we 
know it, and it’s time to order 
Easter flowers! Deacons will 
again deliver flowers to our 
at home members during 
Holy week. Members of the 

congregation can order flowers to decorate our worship 
space for Easter Sunday and they take them home after 
the service.  

Daffodils and tulips may be purchased online from 
now until March 5th. All flowers will be in 6” pots with 
gold foil and a lovely bow. We are buying directly from 
Pinter’s Nursery, so you know they will be beautiful.

Order online at  to 
purchase plants either for you to have at home or for 
a deacon to deliver to a Westminster at-home member. 
Payment may be made online or by mailing a check to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1500 Scio Church 
Road, 48103.

As in the past you can indicate if you want your plant 
to be “in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person, 
to be listed in the Easter bulletin. 

The price this year is $12 for daffodils or tulips.  

Flowers to be taken to your home will be available after 
the Easter Service on April 9th. Hallelujah! Amen!

 



Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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