
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

Living with and loving teenagers is not for the faint 
of heart. As they learn to navigate the challenges of 
life with more independence, they learn a very hard 
truth: Mom, cannot in fact, fix everything (despite 
my overwhelming desire to do so…). Daily, they face 
questions that don’t have answers, problems that 
don’t always have solutions, and painful moments that 
feel like they might last forever. 

In our parenting, Robin and I are gently trying to 
cultivate in them a sense of living in the moment and 
remembering that nothing lasts forever. “For 
everything there is a season” the author of Ecclesiastes 
3 tells us. We are careful to reinforce that this reminder 
isn’t meant to minimize how they are feeling. Rather, it 
is to encourage them to feel the fullness of what they 
are going through, and offer reassurance that they will 
get through it. Yes, these reminders elicit the typical 
teenage eyerolls. But sometimes, we see the glimmers 
of growth when they name the new seasons of their 
lives. 

Despite New Year’s not being much of a religious 
holiday, there is a sense that we are marking a new 
season from Christmas to Epiphany (which we 
celebrate in worship on January 8th). Join us in 
Epiphany as we give thanks to God for all that God 
has done, committing ourselves to keep living, praying, 
and working together on who we will become in the 
seasons to come.

Happy New Year!

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors

Riverside Bakers
Bakers for Riverside are needed 
for February. If you would like 
to sign up to cover this coming 
month or another month 
thereafter, please sign up on 
the bulletin board or contact 

Alice Chambers ( ). 

Valentine Cards
Friday, January 20 at 6:30-8 
PM. Join us for a fun evening 
of crafting Valentine cards for 
our Riverside guests. We will 
make stamps out of potatoes to 
decorate our cards! Bring your 

children, grandchildren, neighbors and friends. Contact 
Elizabeth Tidd for more info ( ).

Caroling to our At-Home Members
On a cold Sunday, December 18th, a group of us went to sing Christmas carols to Jim and Shirley Brady, Bill Kuhn, 
Joan Dresselhouse, and Kathy Kamm. When we were at Brady’s, Shirley came out to sing with us. We’re not sure 
if Kathy heard us, but we tried. Fun was had by all!

Our Life Together
New Cantata Date
January 15 has been selected as 
the make-up date for the choir 
cantata, “Tapestry of Light”. Join 
us that Sunday morning for 
celebration and song! 

Paper Snowflakes
Paper-cut snowflakes by Tom Clark illustrating the 
Christmas Story are on the ledges around the service 
Island at Schuler Books and will be there for the next 
several months.



A Poem from Joe Neely
Merry Christmas! This week’s poem describes one of my favorite holiday memories . . . a true story from an 
Advent Dinner with granddaughter Natalie at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Ann Arbor. Natalie was 5 or 6 
when this happened; she is nearly 12 now.

JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN (or, Green Frosting and Sprinkles)

You were five or six when I took you  
to the Advent Dinner at church  
and had not yet absorbed  
Christ’s lessons of sacrifice,  
of placing a neighbor’s needs  
above your own  

so when I admonished you  
to stop eating Christmas cookies  
before the meal was served –  
cookies placed equally at each table  
by church ladies who adored you -  
you agreed before taking a bite  
from every cookie with green frosting  
and peppermint sprinkles. 

Returned to the communal plate,  
they rested among lesser companions,  
your dental imprint now in stark relief.  

“What are you doing?” I asked in horror.  
“Those are my favorites,” you explained,  
“and I want to make sure no one else eats them.”

-Joe Neely, theoccasionalpoem.com

Ordination and Installation Sunday
On Sunday, January 22, we will welcome our new elders and deacons.

Sean Eaton, Lynda Berg, and Doug Tidd are joining Session as elders. 
New deacons include Gail Arnold and Amy Welzenbach in the HOPE care group and Emily Kerr and Nancy 
Lunsford in the FAITH care group.

Reading Through the Bible
Reading through the Bible will start afresh with Genesis on Jan 22! RTB has met weekly non-stop for over 20 years 
starting with reading Genesis together for the first time as a study group. RTB recently finished reading Revelation, 
and with that, the whole Bible. Committed study and discussion has led to both spiritual insights and meaningful 
fellowship. Now would be a great time for other folks to join as the new year begins with “In the beginning...” 
Please contact Marcia Anderson ( ) for more info.



Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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