
We Come Into God’s Presence with Joy

Prelude

Life of the Church

* Call to Worship Lynda Berg, liturgist
(congregation please read bold type)
Blessed are we when the nights grow dark and our fears loom large.
We who run from our uncomfortable feelings that we are not enough.

We who remember that stillness can be found in God’s presence.
We who remember God is our mighty fortress, strong refuge, and 
enduring peace.

Let us pray together: 
God of all mystery, whose ways are greater than our ways, we don’t 
know why things didn’t get better. Be with us. God of refuge, lead us in 
hope, this day and all our days. We cannot do this without you. Amen.

* Hymn #687 Our God, Our Help in 
Ages Past

st. anne

* You are invited to stand as you are able.
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Call to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
Holy One, today we will hear how the Prodigal Son lives high on the 
hog, and then famine strikes in the land of his dream vacation. And 
so he heads home, tail between his legs, expecting that he has lost it 
all. To his surprise, his extravagant failure is met with extravagant 
love and grace. We can be pretty hard on ourselves when things don’t 
go as planned. Guilt, shame, and fear of being seen as a failure can 
leave us wallowing in the pig pen. Our delusions of a perfectible 
life keep us disappointed in ourselves. Truth is, life is a big ole risk 
every single day, and facing whatever each day holds is not only 
good enough, but worthy of love and grace. God, help us name the 
times we find ourselves being unrealistically hard on ourself.

Silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of God’s Presence and Promise #447 We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

* Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

* Song of Response #581     Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
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We Hear God’s Word

First Reading of The Word Psalm 46

Anthem

Second Reading of the Word    Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

Sermon We Often Believe We 
are the Problem

Rev. Dr. Melissa 
Lynn Allison

We Respond to God’s Word

* Preparation for Prayer #466 Come and Fill Our Hearts
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Offering
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Song of Response Doxology old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Jesus Christ, our burdens know,
Praise Spirit through whom our hearts grow,
Praise Three-in-one, from here below.

Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn #686 God of Our Life sandon

We Go Forth to Serve

* Benediction A Blessing for a Joyfully Mediocre Journey
Blessed are you
Who realize there is simply not enough–time, money, resources.

Blessed are you
Who are tired of pretending that raw effort is the secret to perfection.
It’s not. And you know that now.

Blessed are you
who need a gentle reminder that even now, even today,
God is here, and somehow, that is good enough.

. . . and let all God’s people say, “Alleluia! Amen!”

Postlude
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Our Sermon Series “Good Enough” is based on a book of devotions by the same 
name by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. Kate Bowler is a seminary professor whose 
research about the history of the prosperity gospel and self-help movements in the 
US laid the groundwork for her latest NY Times bestselling books about dealing 
with the pressure to “live your best life now” when life throws you curveballs 
that make constant upward achievement very difficult… like the cancer she has 
dealt with over the last few years. In the Good Enough book of devotions, she 
and Jessica Richie offer wonderfully graceful invitations to seek alternatives to 
the pressure of perfectionism. The liturgy and sermons will adapt excerpts from 
the book and Worship Design Studio series by the same name. We are invited 
to take seriously, and with humility, that most often life and faith is imperfect.

Practicing Imperfection: A Good Enough Step 

When you don’t know the words to pray, when your mind stirs and spins, when 
the darkness threatens to shadow over you, will you cling to God as your refuge, 
as your place of peace as the world rages on? 

There is a grounding prayer practice based on Psalm 46:10 that is easy to remember.

Close your eyes. Take some deep breaths. As you do, say these words… slowing 
your breath down, breathing deeper and deeper with every repetition, dropping 
a word with every exhale.

Be still and know that I am God
Be still and know that I am
Be still and know 
Be still 
Be
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This Week’s News
Help feed hungry folks in Washtenaw County. Pick up a cloth grocery bag 
in the main entry today and bring it back next Sunday with nonperishable 
food and personal and household items, for Hope Clinic’s food pantry. 

Congregational Meeting: Each year, the Administration and Personnel 
Ministry Team recommends terms of call for the congregation’s approval. 
Session has called a meeting of the congregation for the purpose of reviewing 
and approving these terms of call for Rev. Melissa Allison for the period 7/1/22 
through 6/30/23. The meeting will take place following the worship service on 
Sunday, July 24.

We pray for our Westminster family
Ongoing needs: Betty Reed, Riverside Comm Gathering guests, 
Kathryn and Richard Trim 

Please email prayer requests to Connie George ( ) for 
listing here and in the Friday Good Things Are Happening email; or contact Jill 
Fairchild, prayer chain coordinator (  or ). 
You can join our email prayer chain by contacting Jill. To keep us current, 
please share updates on those for whom we are praying.
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Grow in Faith and Friendship
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 9:30 am and has 
begun a study on Thomas for the summer. Please contact Marcia Anderson 
( ; ) or Jun Zhang  
( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall at 9:30 am.

Sunday Evening Bible Study is on break for the summer.

Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in 
the Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or contact Rev. Melissa  
( ).

Mary Martha Group is on break for the summer.

Matthew 25 Study Group is on break for the summer.

Thursday Book Club is reading Band of Sisters by Lauren Willig and will 
discuss it at one meeting on Thursday, July 28th at 12:30. This invitation is 
open to everyone. Please let Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).



Westminster PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, mi 48103 . 

 . 

Westminster Staff may be reached by phone at 

Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison, Pastor; 

Shawn McDonald, Minister of Music; 

Margaret Compton, Office and 
Facilities Manager;  

April Wright, Bookkeeper, 
Assistant Financial Secretary; 
alwright@westpresa2.org

 Nate Veldhoff, Communications 
and Media Director;  

 Evelyn Vogel, Custodian

Welcome to Westminster
We thank you for choosing to worship with us, 
and hope you experience God’s presence and love.

Our Mission: Show the love of Jesus Christ by welcoming everyone, without 
exception, into the full life of the church; participating in the joyful worship 
of God; engaging in regular study, reflection, prayer and sharing of our faith; 
committing ourselves and our resources to the spiritual and physical needs of 

our church family and neighbors near and far; seeking to be a good neighbor in 
our neighborhood.

Sunday worship podcasts are at .

For deacon care, please contact Connie George ( ).

Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial 
commitments in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster 

Presbyterian Church.


