Westminster presbyterian church
may 8, 2022 at 11am

“God writes the Gospel
not in the Bible alone.
But also on trees and in the flowers
and clouds and stars.”
-Martin Luther

4th Sunday
of easter

___________

We Come Into God’s Presence with Joy___________ •

Life of the Church		

Doug Franklin, liturgist

Prelude

* Call to worship (congregation please read bold type)

Ralph Lange, liturgist

When we think of the vast expanse of sky we are in awe.
We can seem so tiny by comparison, and so irrelevant.

Yet God knows us – each one of us
and loves us – each one of us.
We proclaim the goodness of God
who trusts us to care for the earth and the sky above.
Let us sing praises unto the Lord! Alleluia!

* hymn #667

When Morning Gilds the Skies

Call to confession		

* Please stand as you are able.
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laudes domini

Unison prayer of confession
Creator of the earth and all living things, maker of the sky and the air and
the breath of life, God of all that is: we are your servant people, created
out of the clay of the earth itself. We forget that we are your creatures,
and we play at being gods. We neglect the work of stewardship that you
have provided for our occupation and our joy. We have used, abused,
and abandoned those things that you have created for your delight.
You have created a fragile world in a perfect and delicate balance.
Thinking too much of our own importance, we have upset the balance.
We ask your forgiveness, Holy and Righteous God. We yearn to
join with the mountains and valleys, the rocks and the birds, and
the wild ocean waters in singing your praises. Amen.
Silent prayers of confession.
Assurance of God’s Presence and Promise
Response: Thanks be to God. Amen.

* Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

* Song of Response #581

Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
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________________________

We Hear God’s Word________________________ •

First Reading of The Word
anthem

Psalm 19:1-6
Song of Gladness
Alleluia Ringers

by Cynthia Dobrinski

various scripture readings and stewardship reflections		
___________________

We Respond to God’s Word___________________ •

Preparation for Prayer #466 Come and Fill Our Hearts
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!
prayers of the people and the lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Offering
Song of Response #14 For the Beauty of the Earth (v.5)
For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given;
For the great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
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Unison Prayer of Dedication
Committed to respond to the call of a wounded world…
We join together this day with loving hearts, hands, and minds.
Embracing the interconnected web of water, air, and earth…
We light a fire of sustaining hope, ever bright with love and justice.
May we bring forth this day new wisdom, strength, and courage
To create a new world not of wealth, but well-being.
A world of new peace and abundance for all.
As we give thanks for this earth, our shared and singular home,
May we dedicate ourselves to its ongoing care.
Rising to the calls deep within us, and all around us…
May we respond today and always with courage and with love. Amen.

* Hymn #625
________________________

O Lord My God

how great thou art

We Go Forth to Serve_______________________ •

Gaelic Blessing adapted
* BENEDICTION		
. . . and let all God’s people say, “Alleluia! Amen!”
Postlude
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_________________________

This Week’s News___________________________ •

•

Help feed hungry folks in Washtenaw County. Pick up a cloth grocery bag in the main
entry today and bring it back next Sunday with nonperishable food and personal and
household items, for Hope Clinic’s food pantry.

This week, a stewardship package was mailed that included a pledge card and a list of
frequently asked questions. We ask you to prayerfully consider your pledge to Westminster
for the next fiscal year. If you have any additional questions about pledging, please feel
free to reach out to David Wright (
) or April Wright
(
). Please return paper pledge cards to Dave’s box in the public
office or send an email to Dave.
Spring Gemini Concert! Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m. on the Westminster Lawn. An event
for young and old; plan to sing, clap, and smile! Folding chairs provided, or bring a blanket
to sit on. Rain date will be Sunday, May 15 at 2 p.m.
Spring Clean-Up: Join the Facility Care Ministry Team on May 14th from 9-12 to help
spruce up our building and grounds. There will be various cleaning opportunities and small
projects both inside and outside the building. A little elbow grease can go a long way!
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________________

Grow in Faith and Friendship__________________ •

•

Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia
Anderson (
; 734-757-4305) or Jun Zhang (
)
for more information.
Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall at 9:30 am. For the month of May,
we will be looking at excerpts from Let’s Talk by Harold Haie. Haie presents a “better way”
to discuss controversial topics.
Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and third Sundays at 6 pm; please contact
Bryce Babcock for information (
).
Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the Friday
Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or contact Rev. Allison (
).
Mary Martha Group meets the first and third Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret
Klammer (
) for more information. New members are welcome.
Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month. A mix of book and Bible study helps us understand how to follow Jesus in today’s
world. For meeting information please contact Elizabeth Tidd (
)
or Carol Hufnagel (
).
Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school year and occasionally in
the summer. New members are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more
(
).

We pray for our Westminster family
Ongoing needs: Earl Begg, Virginia Begg, Sue Bennett
Please email prayer requests to Connie George (
) for listing
here and in the Friday Good Things Are Happening email; or contact Jill Fairchild,
prayer chain coordinator (
or 734-417-0816). You can join our
email prayer chain by contacting Jill. To keep us current, please share updates on
those for whom we are praying.
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__________________

Welcome to Westminster_____________________ •

•

We thank you for choosing to worship with us, and hope you experience God’s presence
and love. We invite you to indicate your presence in worship at bit.ly/worship-sign-in.
Sunday worship podcasts are at bit.ly/westpres_online.
Westminster reaches out through both local and global mission. Opportunities are
available for spiritual growth through study and practical application of the Christian
message. We are serious about prayer and caring for those in need. We are an authentic
faith community offering fellowship and encouragement on life’s journey. We welcome
all who seek deeper meaning in their lives.
More information is available on our website (www.westpresa2.org). You may contact
Dr. Allison or any staff member by calling the church office at 734-761-9320. For deacon
care, please contact Connie George (
).
Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments in support
of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Westminster Staff members may be reached by phone at 734-761-9320
Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison, Pastor;
Shawn McDonald, Minister of Music;
Margaret Compton, Office and Facilities
Manager;

April Wright, Bookkeeper,
Assistant Financial Secretary;
Nate Veldhoff, Communications
and Media Director;
Evelyn Vogel, Custodian

Westminster
presbyterian church
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, mi 48103 www.westpresa2.org
.

(734) 761-9320 . wpcoffice@westpresa2.org

