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 __________  We Come Into God’s Presence with Joy __________•

Life of the Church

Prelude

* Call to worship (congregation please read bold type) Gail Arnold, liturgist
“Beatitudes for Stewards of the Earth” by Father Ed Eschweiler

Blessed are they who reverence all created things as sacred: 
in God’s eyes all creation is good.

Blessed are they who understand that creation is like a beautiful tapestry, 
with every strand depending on others.

Blessed are they who see the beauty of Earth 
as a reflection of the beauty of God, who creates it.

Blessed are they who do not waste or spoil Earth’s resources, 
which are for everyone, even those not born yet.

Blessed are they who reverence the air—
the breath of God and the Spirit of our life.

Blessed are they who reverence the life-giving waters
that sustain the Earth’s climate and nourish Earth’s inhabitants.

Blessed are they who reverence the soil 
that supports our homes and our footsteps and yields abundant harvests.

Blessed are they who reverence the trees and other plants 
that call down the rains, stabilize the soil, and freshen the air.

Blessed are they who 
reduce what they consume, re-use what they can,  
and recycle what they can no longer use.

Blessed are they who praise God the Creator
in their reverent and gentle use of all things on Earth.

* Please stand as you are able.
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* hymn #14 For the Beauty of the Earth dix

Call to confession and Unison prayer of confession
Holy One, creator of all that is, help us to be mindful of the earth and 
all its resources. Help us to remember the love you have for creation, 
the willingness you have for all creation to be redeemed. Cause us 
to repent of our neglect for your earth, and move in us to repair the 
damage we and previous generations of humanity have caused. As 
we repent, make us true stewards of your creation. Amen.

Silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of God’s Presence and Promise
Response: Thanks be to God! Amen!

* Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.

* Song of Response #581  Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

 _______________________  We Hear God’s Word _______________________•
First Reading of The Word Psalm 148

anthem 

Second Reading of the Word Genesis 1:1-25

SERMON  Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison 
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 __________________  We Respond to God’s Word __________________•
Preparation for Prayer #466      Come and Fill Our Hearts

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!

Prayers of the people and the lord’s prayer
Let us pray together for the goodness of the earth: For the mountains and plains, for 
the rocky and fertile soil, for the health of the ground the earth over... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the waters that abound on the earth, for the health of our streams and lakes and 
rivers and seas and oceans, for their health and well-being and their cleanliness... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the air that we breathe and that sustains life throughout the globe, for its health 
and an end to its pollution... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the plants that live on the ground and in the waters, that they may enjoy health 
and they may continue to cycle clean and fresh air for the renewal of the world... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the animals near and far, for their flourishing and their ability to adapt to the 
pressures placed on them by humanity... 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the planet as a whole: the earth, water, air, plants, and animals, for the ability of 
humanity to see the ways the planet has been damaged by our use of the natural 
resources entrusted to us by God, for an end to abuse of the planet and the 
beginning of a time of healing... 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Offering and Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Offering 

Song of Response For the Beauty of the Earth (v.5)
For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given;
For the great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
Lord of all to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

Unison Prayer of Dedication
Committed to respond to the call of a wounded world…
We join together this day with loving hearts, hands and minds.
Embracing the interconnected web of water, air and earth…
We light a fire of sustaining hope, ever bright with love and justice.
May we bring forth this day new wisdom, strength and courage
To create a new world not of wealth, but well-being.
A world of new peace and abundance for all.
As we give thanks for this earth, our shared and singular home,
May we dedicate ourselves to its ongoing care.
Rising to the calls deep within us, and all around us…
May we respond today and always with courage and with love. Amen

* Hymn #24 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens holy manna

 _______________________   We Go Forth to Serve ______________________•

* BENEDICTION  Gaelic Blessing adapted

Postlude
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• ________________________ This Week’s News __________________________•

Communion is served next Sunday, May 1st. You’re invited to bring a loaf of fresh-baked 
bread to worship, which we’ll deliver the following Wednesday to guests at Riverside 
Community Gathering, as a way of sharing the grace of the Lord’s table with them.

Westminster’s stewardship season runs from April 24 – May 15 with a special emphasis 
on stewardship of the earth in addition to the more traditional stewardship focus on time, 
talent, and treasure. This additional component of stewardship allows us to think about 
how everything is interconnected, and how to honor the Lord in all we do; or as Psalm 
148 says “Let all creation praise the Lord!” An informational package was mailed this week 
which includes suggested activities to expand our understanding of stewardship of the 
earth. Additional information will be provided over the course of the stewardship season.

Spring Gemini Concert! Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m. on the Westminster Lawn. An event 
for young and old; plan to sing, clap, and smile! Folding chairs provided, or bring a blanket 
to sit on. Rain date will be Sunday, May 15 at 2 p.m.

The approved minutes from the 3/15/22 Session meeting are available on the bookshelf 
across from the elevator.

Spring Clean-Up: Join the Facility Care Ministry Team on May 14th from 9-12 to help 
spruce up our building and grounds. There will be various cleaning opportunities and small 
projects both inside and outside the building. A little elbow grease can go a long way!

Save the Date: It’s time to celebrate the Capital Campaign and our collective Stewardship 
on June 5, 2022 after Sunday service. More details on the way, but come hungry!

Quarterly Contribution Statements through March 31st are ready to be picked up from 
the coffee bar counter as you enter Fellowship Hall. We thank you for your continued 
donations to the mission and ministry of Westminster! Questions: please contact 
Bookkeeper April Wright ( ) in the church office.

Upcoming Fellowship Hall class schedule:

5/1: Samoan Circle

5/8 - 5/29: Excerpts from Let’s Talk by Harold Haie.  Haie presents a “better way” to discuss 
controversial topics.
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We pray for our Westminster family
Current needs: Madison Henry

Ongoing needs: Kathryn Kamm, Elke Kramer, Mary Ellen Lloyd

Please email prayer requests to Connie George ( ) for listing 
here and in the Friday Good Things Are Happening email; or contact Jill Fairchild, 
prayer chain coordinator (  or 734-417-0816). You can join our 
email prayer chain by contacting Jill. To keep us current, please share updates on 
those for whom we are praying.

• _______________ Grow in Faith and Friendship _________________•
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun Zhang ( ) 
for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall at 9:30 am.

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and third Sundays at 6 pm; please contact 
Bryce Babcock for information ( ).

Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the Friday 
Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. A mix of book and Bible study helps us understand how to follow Jesus in today’s 
world. For meeting information please contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) 
or Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school year and occasionally in 
the summer. New members are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).



Westminster presbyterian church
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, mi 48103 . www.westpresa2.org

(734) 761-9320 . wpcoffice@westpresa2.org

Westminster Staff members may be reached by phone at 734-761-9320
Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison, Pastor; 

Shawn McDonald, Minister of Music; 

Margaret Compton, Office and Facilities 
Manager; 

April Wright, Bookkeeper, 
Assistant Financial Secretary; 

 Nate Veldhoff, Communications 
and Media Director; 

 Evelyn Vogel, Custodian

• _________________ Welcome to Westminster ____________________•
We thank you for choosing to worship with us, and hope you experience God’s presence 
and love. We invite you to indicate your presence in worship at bit.ly/worship-sign-in. 

Sunday worship podcasts are at bit.ly/westpres_online.

Westminster reaches out through both local and global mission. Opportunities are 
available for spiritual growth through study and practical application of the Christian 
message. We are serious about prayer and caring for those in need. We are an authentic 
faith community offering fellowship and encouragement on life’s journey. We welcome 
all who seek deeper meaning in their lives.

More information is available on our website (www.westpresa2.org). You may contact 
Dr. Allison or any staff member by calling the church office at 734-761-9320. For deacon 
care, please contact Connie George ( ).

Thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments in support 
of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.


