
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

Around Christmas time last year, I read an article in 
the paper about a neighborhood outside of Baltimore. 
Neighbors in this community strung up holiday lights 
that crisscrossed from one side of the street to the 
other, up and down the block. At the center of the 
light display hung a bright handmade sign that read: 

“Love Lives Here.”

This community-wide demonstration of 
connectedness through a physical symbol of love and 
light started in the winter of 2020. Living through 
the stresses of the pandemic, two families were 
trying to maneuver through distance-learning with 
teenagers. The expression of kindness began with a 
plate of cookies from one family to the other. Then 
the other family strung up one single strand of lights 
from their side of the street to the other. These lights 
shone as a symbol that, despite the isolation, they as a 
community would continue to be connected.

The strands of light multiplied, weaving across 
the street, as neighbors added their own strands 
of connection. A year later, still in the grips of the 
pandemic, the neighbors put the lights up again. 
Despite the pandemic not being as severe this 
Christmas season, they want to keep the visual 
symbol of comfort, connection, and neighborly love 
going. The very act of hanging those lights became a 
way to encourage neighbors to go outside and build 
community with one another. 

This story reminded me of our Advent theme here 
at Westminster: “Tapestry of Light.” This wonderful 
theme is inspired by the cantata (by the same name) 
the choir will be sharing with us in worship on Sunday, 
December 18th. 

We have so many wonderful opportunities to live 
out the light of God’s love that is interwoven in our 
connections to one another and our community! 
Partner with our Deacons to care for families in need 
through Christmas Baskets. Come sing with us and the 
neighborhood for Cocoa and Caroling on Wednesday, 
December 7th at 6:30pm. And join us for worship 
opportunities on Christmas Eve at 7:00pm and 
Christmas Day at 10:00am (note the time change.)

Love Lives Here at Westminster!

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison
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Engaging Our Neighbors
Deacon Christmas Baskets
For many years our Westminster 
congregation has participated 
in the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) Christmas Basket 
program. The Westminster 

Deacons have received information from the DHHS 
about three families that we can help during this 
Christmas season. 

Collectively, these families include nine children, ages 
0–16, and their caretakers.

Thank you to everyone who has already contributed! 
There are still a couple of items left if you would like to 
provide a gift. 

Go to  for more 
information and to sign up!

Please drop off all gifts to Westminster by Sunday, 
December 11. Thank you for your generosity and care!

Riverside Bakers
Bakers for Riverside are needed 
starting January 4. If you would 
like to sign up to cover the 
month of January or another 
month thereafter, please sign up 
on the bulletin board or contact 

Alice Chambers ( ). 

Caroling and Cocoa
Next week !  Join us  for  a 
night  of  seasonal  s inging 
and toasty hot cocoa on 
Wednesday, Dec 7 at 6:30pm 
in the Westminster parking 
lot. A great event for inviting 

neighbors! Words to favorite carols will be provided. 
Bring your own mug for cocoa and a chair if you 
prefer not to stand. Bundle up and sing for joy!  
(If weather is uncooperative, we will move inside.)

Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering has 
been a cherished Presbyterian 
tradition since the 1930s. The 
Offering distributes gifts equally 
to the Assistance Program of 
the Board of Pensions and to 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. 

The Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide 
education and leadership development while nurturing 
racial and ethnic heritage. 

If you would like to give, visit Westminster’s online 
giving page or give by check to Westminster with 

“Christmas Joy” in the memo line.



Our Life Together
Christmas Poinsettias: *Only One Weekend Left!*
This Sunday, Dec 4, is the last day to order flowers online.  Same as last year, price 
is $15, and flowers may be purchased to be taken home after our Christmas Eve 
service or to be delivered to an at-home member. Visit the online order page at 

 for more details and to submit your order!

Fleece Blankets for Families in Need
We had a great team of blanket-builders gather together once in October and again in November! These 
blankets will be included with the gifts for our Christmas Basket families. Thank you to everyone who helped 
to make this project a success! Here are some examples of everyone’s great work:

Caroling Visits for At-Home Members
Sun, Dec 18 at 2PM. Per long-standing tradition, last year our youth and college students 
and families visited five at-home members and sang several Christmas carols to each. This 
year we are encouraging others from the congregation to join us! No singing experience 
needed! We are just hoping to bring some Christmas cheer to our members at home. Please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) if you can join us!



Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. The current study is discussing various 
chapters in the book Practicing Our Faith: A Way 
of Life for a Searching People (The Practices of Faith 
Series).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-761-9320 | www.westpresa2.org


