
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

At some point during the “lock-down” stage of the 
pandemic, when it became very clear that this wasn’t 
just going to last two weeks, I began reflecting more 
about the meaning of worship and what it looks like 
to shape a worship service where we aren’t physically 
together. For a significant portion of that next year, I 
incorporated poetry as part of the service podcast. In 
that time, I discovered what has become a favorite 
poem of mine by Joy Harjo. Joy was the nation’s first 
Native American poet laureate. Her piece “Perhaps 
the World Ends Here” says: 

The world begins at a kitchen table. 
No matter what, we must eat to live. 
The gifts of earth are brought and prepared,  
set on the table.  
So it has been since creation, and it will go on. 
We chase chickens or dogs away from it.  
Babies teethe at the corners.  
They scrape their knees under it. 
It is here that children are given instructions on what 
it means to be human.  
We make men at it, we make women. 
At this table we gossip, recall enemies  
and the ghosts of lovers. 
Our dreams drink coffee with us  
as they put their arms around our children.  
They laugh with us at our poor falling-down selves  
and as we put ourselves  
back together once again at the table. 
This table has been a house in the rain,  
an umbrella in the sun. 
Wars have begun and ended at this table.  
It is a place to hide in the shadow of terror.  
A place to celebrate the terrible victory.

We have given birth on this table,  
and have prepared our parents for burial here. 
At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow.  
We pray of suffering and remorse. We give thanks. 
Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table,  
while we are laughing and crying,  
eating of the last sweet bite.

This time of year, so much happens at the table. 
Soon, many of us will gather around a Thanksgiving 
Day table with friends and family. And as we head 
into December, the table becomes the focal point of 
meals, wrapping gifts, displaying a nativity scene, and 
decorating cookies. 

The table will continue to be a focal point in worship 
for November. On Sunday, November 6th we will 
celebrate All Saints Day in worship. Names of those 
who have died in this last year will be read from the 
communion table as we give glory to God for the 
ordinary, holy lives that have touched our own. 
We will gather around the table again on Wednesday, 
November 23rd at 7:00pm for our annual 
Thanksgiving Eve Service. Come for the bread 
exchange and stay to hear the stories of thanksgiving 
from WPC members.

Over this next month, look at the table in your own 
home, and share with someone a story of something 
that happened around that table. You might also offer 
that story to God in prayer. A prayer of thanksgiving 
for the ways that tables shape us in community with 
one another and with God.

Table blesings to you all!

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Hope Clinic Tour and Thanksgiving Collection
Hope is one of our mission partners that we are most regularly involved with and receives 
a major portion of our yearly mission budget. To get an up-close look at all the work we 
are supporting, a tour of Hope’s Harriet St. location is being organized for Friday 11/4 from 
1pm-3pm. Rides from Westminster are available and will leave at 12:30pm. Please let Kay 
Tuttle know if you are interested in attending ( ).

Also: Our monthly collection for Hope will be one week earlier that usual (November 13th). Items for their 
Thanksgiving Dinner packages will be especially helpful! Such items include: 

Community Support for Caregivers
Are you providing care for someone 60 years old or older? Could you use some help and support? Caregiver 
Assessment, Respite, Education & Support (CARES) of Jewish Family Services provides caregivers with 

“compassionate support, education and respite to promote health and well-being.” Services include respite care, 
help with community resources, and an informal group for caregiver support and education called Caregiver 
Conversations. Caregiver Conversations are held at various churches and synagogues and sometimes take place 
at Westminster. Learn more at . 

Our Life Together
Thanksgiving Eve Bread Exchange
As in previous years, we will be holding a bread exchange at our Thanksgiving Eve service 
(11/23 @ 7pm). Those who wish to participate can bring a loaf of home-made or bakery-fresh 
bread to share and receive one to take home. Please wrap the loaf. If there are nuts in it, 
please put a note on the bread. Last year, the deacons delivered bread to at-home members 
after the service. Please consider bringing an extra loaf to be delivered to an at-home 
member. If you are unable to attend the service and would like to receive a loaf for the 

Thanksgiving holiday, please contact Suzanne Lange at (  or ) by Friday, 
November 18th. Deacons will also reach out to at-home members. Any extra loaves of bread collected will be 
donated to Riverside in Ypsilanti. Thank you for supporting this generous Thanksgiving Eve tradition.

Blanket Building
Please join us once again to 
make fleece tie blankets for our 
Christmas Basket families on 
Friday, November 11 at 6:30pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
reach out to Elizabeth Tidd  
( ) for more info!

Nursery Help Needed
The nursery is in need of 
volunteers to periodically 
help look after our little 
ones during Sunday morning 
worship. Please contact Jill 
Fairchild for more info  
( ).

can of gravy (or packet dry mix) 
box instant mashed potatoes 
box stuffing mix 
can cranberry sauce 

can green beans 
french-fried onions 
can cream of mushroom soup 
cans of other vegetables (carrots, 
corn, yams, peas, etc.) 

can pumpkin pie filling (include 
can of condensed milk if required) 
crust/bake mix



Organ Upgrade Fundraising
Next year, we will be performing an overhaul of the mechanics of our 1980 Schantz Pipe 
Organ. This is fully funded!  We would like to also upgrade the instrument from a chamber 
organ to a full organ. This would include adding a 3rd keyboard as well as other improvements. 
It would be most cost effective if we have this done at the same time as the other 
maintenance. The cost of the upgrade will be $23,750. In order for Session to approve this 

project, the majority of the funds need to be raised by mid-November. We are not asking for money now, but 
simply a pledge which can be spread out over two years. If you wish to make a pledge, please contact Richard 
LeSueur ( ).  There is a tab on the WPC donation page if you wish to give at this time. Thank 
you for considering funding this project.

A New Ministry Team: Church Vitality
In their October meeting, Session approved a motion to create a new ministry team. Its focus 
is to create opportunities that foster congregational vitality and support active outreach 
to the community.  Called the Church Vitality Ministry Team, it will replace the Fellowship 
Ministry Team effective January 1, 2023. (Responsibilities of the Fellowship Ministry Team 
are being redistributed to other ministry teams.)     

The efforts of the Church Vitality Ministry Team will align with the Matthew 25 initiative, and also provide some 
oversight to developing the kitchen as a resource for in-house events. If you are interested in finding out more or 
being a part of this exciting, evolving new initiative, please contact Sean Eaton ( ).

Are You a Warm Body?
On October 4, the following devotion appeared in “Mornings with Jesus”, published by Guidepost:

“In the same way, even though we are many individuals, Christ makes us one body and individuals who are 
connected to each other. Romans 12:5 (GW)

‘I was startled to overhear a disgruntled volunteer in the church snap, saying “I’m not just a warm body!” The remark 
surprised me, as I thought to myself, What’s wrong with being a warm body? I’m a warm body. We’re all “just warm 
bodies” doing various acts of volunteer service as unto the Lord.

Though I said nothing, that heated comment stayed with me. It caused me to reflect on all the warm bodies in our 
congregation who serve without thought of accolades or recognition. Warm bodies who pray, encourage, prepare 
lessons, teach classes, arrange and rehearse music, make coffee, wash dishes, change diapers, buy toilet paper and 
tissue and paper cups, clean the church, weed the flower bed, paint the walls, make repairs, print the bulletins, 
attend planning meetings, visit shut-ins, make phone calls for the prayer chain, arrange flowers, launder tablecloths, 
prepare food, decorate the church, take out the trash… the list goes on and on.

We’re all so grateful for each other and the countless acts of service performed by one another in our church family... 
It’s my prayer that I never make anyone feel like a warm body but always remember to express my gratitude for 
each person’s contributions to the upkeep and service of our church.’ – Cassandra Tiersma”

Thank you to all the warm bodies at Westminster!

If you are not serving in some way, ask Jesus how He would like you to connect with the body of Christ.  
Thank Him for making us to be one body of individuals connected to one another.



Looking Ahead: Advent is on its Way!
Caroling and Cocoa
Back by popular demand: 
Celebrate Advent with Caroling 
and Cocoa on Wednesday, 
December 7th, 6:30-7:30pm in 
the church parking lot! A great 
event for inviting neighbors! 

Words to favorite carols will be provided. Bring your own 
mug for cocoa and a chair if you prefer not to stand. We 
are looking for one more person to help with setting 
up and cleaning up after (contact Richard LeSueur 
at ). Bundle up and sing for joy!  
(Event dependent on cooperative weather.)

Poinsettias and 
Christmas Baskets
In the coming days, the order 
form for Christmas Poinsettias 
will be made available. All orders 
will be taken online, so keep an 
eye on your email!

We will also once again have the opportunity to serve 
families in need through our Deacon Christmas Basket 
program. When family information becomes available 
from the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services, a Signup Genius link with requested gifts 
will be made available to the congregation. More info 
coming soon!

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. The current study is discussing various 
chapters in the book Practicing Our Faith: A Way 
of Life for a Searching People (The Practices of Faith 
Series).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-761-9320 | www.westpresa2.org


