
From Our Pastor
Two versions of the Lord’s Prayer:
THE NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION (NRSV)                  
of the Christian Scriptures, inclusive language:

Our Creator/Father, who art in heaven.
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom/Realm come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom/Realm,
the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE MAORI VERSION  
(SOUTH PACIFIC, INDIGENOUS)    
as adapted for worship:

Earth-maker, life-giver, pain-bearer, Source of all that is 
and all that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God in whom is heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name
echo through the universe!
May your heavenly will be done
by all creatures great and small!
And may your commonwealth 
of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth!
With the bread we need this day, feed us. 
For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us.
By your grace and mercy, 
strengthen us through times of temptation,
and spare us from trials too great to endure. 
Free us from bigotry and evil, for service and truth.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love. 
Amen.

Dear Friends,
In preparation for our upcoming worship series on the 
Lord’s Prayer (starting October 16th), I’ve been looking 
through a variety of books and articles with different 
versions of the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer practice 
connects Christians East and West, Catholic, Orthodox, 
and Protestant, throughout time and eternity. This 
prayer was a gift from Jesus to his disciples, when they 
asked him to teach them how to pray. It was Martin 
Luther who called the Lord’s Prayer “a summary of 
the whole gospel.” This prayer has brought together 
followers of Jesus into the heart of his teachings.

I find it so enriching that there are different translations 
and interpretations of this prayer. Words and phrases 
that might resonate with us in new ways and connect 
us to God and all creation. For at the heart of this prayer 
is our interconnectedness. Nowhere will you find “give 
me my bread” or “forgive my sins.” The nature of this 
prayer is communal. We pray as a community and on 
behalf of all humanity and creatures. It has been an 
extraordinary blessing and privilege to say this prayer 
on behalf of our community at Westminster when our 
COVID numbers are in the “red.”

I am looking forward to our exploration of this 
prayer (both the traditional words we use and new 
interpretations) together in worship. May we join with 
Jesus in this radical manifest of hope that embraces 
and embodies the kingdom of God.

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Hope Clinic and our Neighbors
We’ve invited the neighborhood to participate in our next Hope Clinic donation drive! 
Contributions can be brought to Westminster on the weekends of October 1-2 and 9-10. 
Our monthly Hope Clinic collection will be moved up from the third week of the month 
to the second to align with the October 9-10 weekend.

Consider donating supplies that Hope regularly needs for their sack-lunch program: Granola 
bars, crackers with cheese or peanut butter, individual fruit cups or applesauce cups, pop-top Chef Boyardee 
spaghetti or ravioli cups, tuna fish and crackers lunch packets, small bottles of water, or juice boxes.

As well, more details to come for how to help with Hope’s Thanksgiving Dinner packages at the end of this month 
and the first half of November!

Football Parking

We had a great month of welcoming fans to Westminster with football games every Saturday in September!

Respectful Conversations
In our deeply polarized and divisive culture, we’re seeking to cultivate structured, facilitated 
conversations for the community to engage around difficult topics. Our goal is to open 
ears and hearts to seek deeper understanding among community participants, not to 
change minds. We may disagree, but we do not argue or debate. Listening is at the core 
of Respectful Conversations.

We’ve opened up our Respectful Conversations series and invited the community! All are welcome on the second 
Wednesdays of each month. Bring a lunch and join us from 12:30pm-2:00pm at Westminster.

Last month’s topic was Debt Forgiveness. This month on October 12th, the topic will be Christian Nationalism.



Our Life Together
Westminster Goes Solar!
After careful study, Westminster is taking the next step in solar energy.  Solar 
supports two aspects of our stewardship – financial stewardship and earth 
care stewardship. Investing in solar will pay for itself three times over in the 
next 20 – 25 years, by reducing the amount of electricity we purchase from 
DTE. Solar is also part of the earth care focus that was emphasized in our 
stewardship campaign. Our system will be capable of generating 44 KW 
and will cost $85,000. We expect the system to generate about 70% of our 
annual energy needs (saving about $6,000/year). Because of new legislation 
(the Inflation Reduction Act) that was recently passed, Westminster can also 
directly receive federal energy credits that amount to 30% of the cost. The 

finance ministry team has identified a way to finance the project from a mix of funding including the endowment, 
donations, and temporary use of reserves (that would be repaid from energy savings after the system is operational). 
We expect to begin construction this fall and have an operational system by spring. Donations to the solar energy 
fund are requested so that most of the project can be paid for in advance, shortening the payback time frame 
on the system. Donations may be of any size and can be contributed throughout the fiscal year. Please consider 
a contribution to the fund as an investment in Westminster and earth care.  

Blanket Building
Please join us to make Fleece tie blankets for our Christmas Basket families on Friday, 
October 14 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please reach out to Elizabeth Tidd  
( ) for more info!



Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. For more information, please contact Marcia 
Anderson ( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. The current study is discussing various 
chapters in the book Practicing Our Faith: A Way 
of Life for a Searching People (The Practices of Faith 
Series).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix 
of book and Bible study helps us understand how to 
follow Jesus in today’s world. For meeting info please 
contact Elizabeth Tidd ( ) or 
Carol Hufnagel ( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly. Please let 
Sue Flynn know if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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