
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

“Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, 
for you give us food to sustain our lives and make our 
hearts glad.”

- A Daily and Early Prayer of the Church (Adopted 
from an Ancient Hebrew Prayer)

Think about one of the best meals you’ve ever 
enjoyed: What was the main entree? What did you 
drink? And the dessert? Now think about the memories 
around that meal: Who were you eating with? Where 
were you eating? What was the occasion? How would 
you describe this experience to a friend? What words 
would you use to capture the sights, sounds, and 
smells?

Now think about everyday life around tables. 
Human beings are the only creatures that use tables 
when they eat (unless you are one of the creative 
types that makes picnic tables for squirrels!). Most of 
us sit around tables for breakfast, lunch, and dinner–
usually at home, sometimes at work, occasionally 
out at restaurants, or perhaps over at a friend’s home. 
Around tables, we share smiles, stories, laughter, and 

tears. We profess our loves and confess our sins. We 
make new friends and cherish old ones. We celebrate 
birthdays, anniversaries, report cards, and raises. We 
console when we lose loved ones, friends, games, and 
jobs. Many of us found a lot of meaning during the 
height of the pandemic by setting our tables as sacred 
space for at home worship.

The Gospel of Luke, one of the four accounts of the 
life of Jesus, is a veritable feast of stories around tables. 
About half of Luke’s Gospel takes place around a table! 
If Matthew centered on Jesus’ preaching and teaching, 
Mark on his actions and healing, John on his signs and 
wonders, then Luke directed us to Jesus eating and 
drinking at the table.

Over the next month, leading up to World 
Communion Sunday, we are going to explore the 
impact that sharing a table with Jesus had on people 
through our worship series: “The Welcome Table.” 
Around the table, Jesus welcomed the rich and poor, 
the young and old, the lost and found, the hurting 
and hurtful, the rested and weary, the sick and well, 
the insider and outsider, the joyful and sorrowful, the 
majority and minority, the up-and-in and down-and-
out, the convinced and unconvinced, the reviled and 
revered, the broken and beautiful–and Jesus welcomes 
you too! No matter where you are in life, you have a 
place at Jesus’ Table!

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Serving with Hope Clinic
Mission Team wants to thank all the members who 
helped with the Sack Lunches for Hope Clinic this 
month. Whether you donated food items or helped 
pack them out, your participation was integral to 
our success. Sean Eaton was volunteering at Hope on 
Monday when Dave Gross dropped the lunches off. He 
said they arrived just in the nick of time! They only had 
about 30 on hand, and they need about 100 each day. 
The lunches are given to people who come for dinner 
so they have something for the next day until they can 
come for dinner again. 

So thank you all! We will be doing this again in the 
future.

 ---

As many know, our church has a longstanding relationship with the Hope Clinic in Ypsilanti. We support them 
financially, deliver monthly donations of groceries, and lately have been packing the bag lunches that Hope Clinic 
provides its clients each day. Our ongoing involvement with the Hope Clinic is one way we demonstrate our 
commitment to fighting systemic poverty as a Matthew 25 church. 

The need is great. You may be aware that food banks are struggling due to inflation and the ongoing labor shortage.  
The people they serve are enduring very difficult times. There is an ongoing need for volunteer help. Hope Clinic 
offers a variety of opportunities to serve directly-in their pantry, farm stand, and reception area, for example. 
Shifts are relatively short, generally 2-3 hours, and scheduling is easy and flexible. 

Additional information is available at Hope Clinic ( ).

If you are interested in finding out more about serving at Hope Clinic, please contact members of the Mission 
Ministry team. Sean Eaton is volunteering one day a week at Hope and has offered to coordinate scheduling and 
assist with transportation of members who would like to get involved. 

Refugee Resettlement Update
Westminster continues to support an Afghan refugee family that is resettling in Ann Arbor. 
A current priority is helping the family locate and purchase an automobile that they can 
afford. The family has stated a preference for a Japanese sedan such as a Toyota or Honda, 
and the desired price level is roughly $7,000 or less. 

If you, or anyone in your circle of contacts, have such a vehicle to offer for sale, please 
contact Gordon Beeman (  or ) or Ron Fairchild  
(  or ).

Packing up lunches for Hope Clinic.



Our Life Together
You Have a Deacon Care Group
Members and regular attendees 
of Westminster are assigned to 
one of three deacon care groups 
based on where they live. Each 
group is served by three deacons.

Deacons provide a ministry of 
care and support to the congregation. This includes 
providing meals, transportation, and visits, as well as 
cards and other greetings and expressions of support. 
If you have questions about your deacon care group, 
need care and support from the deacons, or know 
someone who does, contact your deacon or the deacon 
moderator Connie George ( ). 

Faith: Includes neighborhoods east of Main Street 
as well as the Lansdowne, Churchill Downs, and 
Meadowbrook subdivisions immediately south of 
church. Deacons are Connie George, Linda Harnisch, 
and Janet Eaton

Hope: Includes neighborhoods south of I-94 and east 
of Wagner Road, as well as part of the neighborhood 
around the church north of Scio Church. Deacons are 
Diane Imredy, Steve Faulstick, and Lynda Berg.

Love: Includes neighborhoods west of Wagner in 
addition to the northern part of Ann Arbor west of 
Main Street. Deacons are Suzanne Lange, Sophia Jan, 
and Alice Chambers.

CPR and AED Training
Westminster will be having an adult CPR and AED training and certification class October 8th at 10AM  at our 
church. This will be open to the whole Westminster community.

Amy Ticknor will be teaching the class. Class size limit is 12 students, and sign up is due by Sept 15th with students’ 
name, email, and phone number. Cost is $35 each. Please sign up on the bulletin board or contact Connie George 
( ). Online modules and testing will need to be performed by the student prior to the class. 
The class itself will review and discuss the online content and a provide a performance check-off.  

From Facilities: How Much Water do You Use?
Each American uses an average of 82 gallons of water a day at home (USGS, Estimated Use of Water in the United 
States in 2015). Water use is impacted by the types of appliances and fixtures in the home. We can all use at least 
20 percent less water by installing water-efficient fixtures and appliances.

In January, the Facilities Team registered WPC with AquaHawk (a free online tool which helps city water customers 
view and track water consumption) and have used the daily/hourly data to identify ways to reduce our water 
consumption. We recently replaced all our older toilets with low flow toilets. Our initial monitoring shows 
an approximate 50% reduction in water use, saving us $3000 per year on our water bill. We regularly monitor 
AquaHawk and recently saw an unusual increase in water flow, we were then able to determine that one of the 
valves on a toilet was not closing, which allowed a slow trickle (hardly noticeable) of water through the valve. We 
were able to correct this issue, potentially saving 1000’s of gallons of water if this continued.

If you live in the City of Ann Arbor, you can use AquaHawk as well as get water alerts via email, text or phone. 
To register for this new tool, simply visit  and click on the “register” button. After registering, 
customers will be able to see their current water-use history and take advantage of the other powerful tools 
AquaHawk provides. 



Thanks from Admin
Dear Westminster Family,

We on the Administration and Personnel Ministry 
Team want to thank everyone who provided feedback 
about Melissa’s work so far as our pastor. We asked 
for your thoughts about her work during the past 
two years (aka COVID time), and we appreciate the 
care invested by those who took the time to respond. 
Thank you! Each and every message gave us a window 
into how Melissa’s presence at WPC has influenced 
our life as a congregation, shaped aspects of our time 
together, and created new possibilities for what comes 
next. Suggestions for changes, and ideas about possible 
improvements in how the church works, have all been 
carefully discussed and passed along to the Ministry 
Teams involved.

We will ask periodically for this kind of feedback, so 
please expect regular opportunities to provide such 
formal input about pastoral leadership. But even more, 
our goal remains open communication within our 
church family. Your comments, questions and ideas 
are welcome at any time, whether to us as a team or to 
Melissa directly.

With gratitude and appreciation,
The Administration and Personnel Ministry Team
Douglas Northrop, Session liaison
Glen Anderson
Steve Angerman
Betty Chaffee
Doug Franklin
Diane Imredy

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets 
Sundays at 9:30 am and will continue their 
study on Thomas through September. For more 
information, please contact Marcia Anderson 
( ) or  
Jun Zhang ( ).

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am.

Sunday Evening Bible Study is on break for the 
summer.

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 PM via Zoom. Please contact Margaret 
Klammer ( ) for more 
information. New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group is on break for the summer.

Thursday Book Club will resume regular weekly 
meetings on September 8. Please let Sue Flynn know 
if you would like to join us  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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