
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

One of the marks of a Matthew 25 congregation 
is church vitality. When we think of vitality, we might 
be tempted to hearken back to the “good ol’ days” 
when a vital church was one with people in the pews, 
robust budgets, plentiful programs, and large buildings. 
Except, who exactly decided that a “vital church” was 
best measured by numbers and size? What happens 
when we begin to focus on a community’s vitality 
in terms of spiritual strength and its capacity for 
purposeful mission? 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) recently released 
a video discussion series looking at the ways that 
despite a myriad of challenges, churches can not only 
survive, but become a vital force in bringing change 
to society. Where, “congregational vitality is evident in 
a worshiping community when its structural systems, 
finances, and discipleship practices are aligned in 
such a way that the community is actively engaged 
in the mission of God in their local community and 
the world...Faith comes alive when we boldly engage 
God’s mission and share the hope we have in Christ.” 

I celebrate the ways that, even when life has felt 
uncertain, we trust God is with us, guiding us and 
renewing our faith as we seek to follow the ways 
of Jesus. The Rev. Dr. Dian Moffett, president and 
executive director of the PC(USA) asks, “What does 
it mean to follow Jesus? Jesus was not executed on a 
Roman cross because he merely prayed. His prayers 
led him down a path to encounter and engage the 
principalities and powers that would take away the 
hope of God’s people…He said, ‘I’m going to give it all 
for the possibility that somebody will get it.’”

Our individual and communal spiritual practices of 

prayer, worship, praise, studying the Bible (and so many 
more!) compel us to live out our faith in the world. I 
am constantly inspired, good folks of Westminster, to 
witness your struggle, energy, commitment and joy to 
build the kingdom of God. That vitality, or the energy 
and strength, benefits not only us, but the world. 

I celebrate with you the ways our faith is lived out 
in the world by:

• Sharing Bibles and other books with our children 
for them to read over the summer

• Welcoming our Afghan family (and our neighbors!) 
to the Gemini Concert

• The bags of food we collect for the guests at Hope 
Clinic

• Generosity in your financial giving through 
stewardship commitments

• Welcoming guests in worship with smiles (even 
if only with our eyes!), greetings and personal 
connections

• The ways you care for your community through 
cards, phone calls, meals and prayers (being on 
the receiving end of that in May… I am so grateful 
for the ways you all do this so well!!)

• Showing up at the “March for Our Lives” protest, 
in the wake of the mass shooting in Uvalde, Texas

• Committing to ongoing spiritual growth through 
Sunday School, Bible Study, and Small Groups

God is at work in us!!
Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Riverside Bakers
Bakers for Riverside are needed starting September 7! If you would like to sign up to cover 
the month of September or another month thereafter, please contact Alice Chambers  
( ). Thank you for helping to bake the world a better place!

Let’s Pray Together
Ephesians 4:3 invites the people of God to  “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.” To this end, the Session of Westminster Presbyterian Church has crafted the following prayer for the 
congregation to lift up together. We invite you to turn to this prayer in times of turmoil, division, confusion, 
scary news-cycles, and loss.

Heavenly Father, Holy Mother, Divine Parent of us all: your beloved creation,

We are so thankful for your ever-present love and guidance. Help open our ears and hearts to listen 
to your still, small voice speaking in this world. The chaos is screaming so loudly, and we want to 

understand what we need to do to work toward stability.  
Give us the wisdom to find how we can best help people accept one another.

Creator God, we pray for this world our children will inherit. We pray that peace, freedom, and unity 
will prevail over war, dictators, oppression, and poverty. We pray for their safety; we pray for their 

mental and physical health; we pray for their future! 

We pray that government leaders, police officers, business owners, voters, educators, religious leaders, 
health care workers, parents, and all other adults make thoughtful and smart decisions to improve 

health, safety, and care for all your children. Gun violence is especially on our minds and hearts.  
Show us what we can do to make it clear that we can’t take it anymore.

We ask that you would be with all those who are struggling and feel forgotten by the world. Show us 
what we can do to help those who don’t have the basics for life. Be with those who are struggling with 

health problems and having to navigate a broken health care system.

Be with us Loving God. When we are with others—especially those with whom we disagree—help us 
always to see and feel our shared humanity. Watch over and guide us as we go throughout this day 

and all our days.  

May we be instruments of your blessings, so that they flow to all those in need. Amen. 



Our Life Together
Is WPC Going Solar?

T h e  Fac i l i t i e s  Te am  ha s 
completed a  prel iminar y 
investigation on benefits, costs, 
and feasibility to install solar 
panels at WPC. The following 
are some of the benefits to solar 
energy for WPC:

1. REDUCED OPERATING COSTS:
One of the most tangible and substantial reasons to go 
solar is the reduction of energy costs. The electricity 
a solar system produces will offset a portion of our 
electrical usage, significantly reducing our electric bill.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP:
The demand for renewable energy is real and growing 
in our state and throughout the country. By going 
solar, we contribute to the expansion and adoption of 
carbon-cutting renewable energy technology, helping 
to build a more sustainable world.

3. ENERGY COST STABILITY:
Electricity costs have risen over 70% in the past 10 years 
and continue to do so making it difficult to budget 
this line-item year over year. With solar, we can more 
accurately forecast the cost of our energy use.

Session has approved moving forward with the next 
step of the process which is to form a “Solar Feasibility 
Team” to investigate financing options that will utilize 
electricity savings to pay for the system, prepare a 
complete budget and implementation schedule. This 
investigation will be completed by late summer and 
pending final approvals by Session we anticipate 
executing contracts in the fall so that the system is up 
and running before the summer of 2023. 

If you have interest in being on the “Solar Feasibility 
Team” contact Bob or Carol Hufnagel.

CPR and AED Training
Westminster will be having an adult CPR and AED 
training and certification class October 8th at 10AM  at 
our church. This will be open to the whole Westminster 
community.

Amy Ticknor will be teaching the class. Class size limit is 
12 students, and sign up is due by Sept 15th with students’ 
name, email, and phone number. Cost is $35 each. Please 
contact Connie George ( ) to 
sign up.

Online modules and testing will need to be performed 
by the student prior to the class. The class itself will 
review and discuss the online content and a provide a 
performance check-off.  

Thursday Book Club
If you have ever wanted to try 
the Thursday book group, now 
is your chance! This summer 
we are reading the book Band 
of Sisters by Lauren Willig and 
will discuss it at one meeting 
on Thursday, July 28th at 12:30 at a potluck picnic 
at the home of Sue Flynn. This invitation is open to 
everyone. Please let Sue Flynn know if you would like 
to join us ( ). 



Read(ing) Through the Bible
The Reading Through the Bible class has been meeting 
for at least 15 years that Tom Clarke recalls, and that’s 
how long  he’s been a  faithful member. He remembers 
starting with Genesis then. In late spring, we finally 
finished the whole Bible with Revelation.

We never stopped, not even during the pandemic, but 
rather went online and continued to meet weekly. 
Sunday, July 3 is the first day since the pandemic 
started that we’ve resumed meeting in person–hybrid 
in order to include at-home member Don Brundage.

We decided Sunday to continue to meet in the 
Memorial Garden, also a first experiment, possibly 
until winter weather threatens. We’re now reading 
the Gospel of Thomas, an early apocryphal gospel 
not ultimately chosen by very early church leaders for 
inclusion in the biblical canon.

Current leaders of the group are Jun Zhang and 
Marcia Anderson. Members range in age from high 

school to mid 90s, and that doesn’t stop, but rather 
stimulates, very spirited differing interpretations 
and disagreements, with cross-cultural observations 
added from our differing ethnic and geographical 
backgrounds. The end result is a deeper understanding 
of the divine, of best human possibilities, and of the 
Jesus we’ve chosen, or, at least, most all of us have 
chosen, to follow. Visitors and new members are 
always welcome!

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am and has begun a study on Thomas 
for the summer. Please contact Marcia Anderson 
( ; ) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am.

Sunday Evening Bible Study is on break for the 
summer.

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group is on break for the summer.

Matthew 25 Study Group is on break for the summer.

Thursday Book Club is reading Band of Sisters by 
Lauren Willig and will discuss it at one meeting on 
Thursday, July 28th at 12:30. This invitation is open 
to everyone. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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