
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

As we enter into this third summer of life amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it is discouraging to so 
many of us to see the numbers rise in our community 
yet again. This is not “the way we imagined” life to 
be. In many cases, dreams have been thwarted by 
pandemic through loss of life, health, relationships, 
and economic security.

And then there’s all the other hard stuff, unrelated 
to pandemic, that just keeps rollin’ along. The every-
day challenges of navigating our bodies that don’t 
work the way they used to, political division, waning 
seasons of faith, and family transitions. A predominate 
mind set of our culture is to keep pushing through, 
go the extra mile, and work for that life you always 
wanted. The harder we work, the better we will be 
and the closer we will get to the perfect life. I don’t 
know about you, but for me, this constant striving is 
exhausting.

The temptation sometimes is to just give up. 
What if there was another way? A few months ago, I 
picked up a copy of Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie’s 
book Good Enough: 40ish Devotionals for a Life of 
Imperfection. The authors encourage us to take 
seriously, and with humility, that most often life and 
faith are imperfect.

I am grateful that God does not call us to a life 
of perfection, but instead to a life of love—which is 
more often than not, messy and imperfect. God shows 
us in Jesus Christ what perfect love is, but surrounds 
us with grace for our own journey in following him—a 
joyfully imperfect path with bumps, potholes (we 
Michiganders know a few things about these!), and 
detours along the way.

Join us in worship this summer as we draw deeper 
into this theme based on the book Good Enough 
and worship resources from Worship Design Studio. 
Excerpts from the book will be shared along with 
practical ideas for you to incorporate into your daily 
living. I would invite you to order the book, though 
it is certainly not necessary! My prayer is that this 
summer worship series will be salve for our frustrated 
selves, inviting us to embrace the imperfections of life 
and faith, knowing we are never alone.

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Hut, Hut, Hike!
Is is hard to believe, but Michigan Football is only three 
months away. And that means some 107,000 fans will 
be in town on eight Saturdays this fall and many will 
need a place to park and tailgate.

If you have never experienced parking cars at WPC on 
a football Saturday, you are missing out on an exciting 
tradition. Not only is it fun to welcome and  and greet 
our neighbors, but you also get to hang out and socialize 
with your church friends. In fact, I encourage you to do 
some tailgating yourself!

The atmosphere is joyful and positive and even if you 
are not a dedicated football fan, it is hard not to get 
caught up in the energy and excitement of game day 
at Westminster, while raising funds for our missions 
and our community. 

For years on game days we have offered our property 
for fans as a fundraiser for our youth ministry program.  
Several years ago, we adopted the concept for all 
ministry teams to have the opportunity to raise funds 
for their specific needs, missions, or benefactors by 
taking the lead of parking cars on a given game day. This 

has been met with great enthusiasm and success for a 
variety of our members to support their Ministry team 
and worthy organizations in our community.

How does it work? The total season revenue directs 
10% to our Mission Outreach Team for a specific 
organization. The remaining 90% is equally divided 
between all the teams that participated on given 
Saturdays. This year we have increased the price to $20, 
which is still well below market prices.

What do you need to do?

1. Discuss with your Ministry team or group about 
how you would use your funds.

2. Fill out the Football Parking Fundraiser form (found 
at westpresa2.org/forms-and-policies) and 
return to April Wright no later than August 1, 2022. 
note: The form includes the 2022 game schedule 
and additional details.

3. Get your maize and blue gear ready.

More questions? Please do not hesitate to contact April 
Wright, Elizabeth Tidd, or Steve Angerman.

Spring Gemini Concert
In spite of the fact that we had to revert to our rain date, close to 100 people, young and 
old, attended the heart warming and energizing concert given by the Gemini Brothers 
on Sunday, May 15. The Gemini Brothers were glad to be back, and the neighborhood 
was happy to see them!

Bake the World a Better Place
Bakers for Riverside are needed starting in July! If you would like to sign up to cover the 
month of July or another month thereafter, please contact Alice Chambers  
( ). Thank you for helping to bake the world a better place!

Share a Prayer Square
Do you know someone who could use a prayer square—a small physical reminder 
that God loves us and that there are people who care about and pray for us? The 
Westminster deacons and needlecrafters encourage you to help yourself to the prayer 
squares in the basket on the coffee bar at church and give them to family, friends, or 
anyone you think might like one.



Our Life Together
Building on God’s Promises – what have we done together?
Let us hold firmly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. – Hebrews 10:23

The Westminster Presbyterian Capital Campaign moved 
forward with the scripture above and the faith that 
we could build on God’s promises. Through planning, 
congregational input, numerous informational sessions, 
help from Horizon Stewardship and a stellar leadership 
team we set a goal to raise $500,000. Well, holding 
firmly to what we profess, the pledges reached $547,799 
by November 2018. Now, we are celebrating the 
completion of many projects funded by the $532,524.54 
received. Thank you!  

As I look back, I was quite unaware of the condition of 
certain areas in our church. Everyone knew and saw the 
deterioration of the parking lot, but other things were 
not so apparent. I have been impressed by the myriad of 
things we have accomplished over the last few years and 
have a better appreciation of how we have been good 
stewards of God’s church, building on God’s Promises. 

Since 2018, many things in the world have changed for 
us. We all struggle with division in our communities 
politically, economically, and socially. COVID isolated 
us. For me, this strengthened my desire and need of 
community. I have a greater appreciation for places of 
community and for the institutions that support this. I 
feel our church is such a place. It is our house of worship, 
but it is also a gift to share with the community. We 
share with preschoolers, teachers, addiction recovery 
groups, music groups, cooking groups, nurses in 
conference, football fans, and the wider neighborhood. 
We encourage the neighborhood to support social 
needs with us, and they do. Our physical building is a 
gift we take care of and share with others. We are better 
poised to do this now. To me, this is the real work of 
building on God’s promises: supporting each other 
while reaching out to the community.

-JoAnn Hirth

Spring Clean-Up

The Facility Team appreciated all the 
help at our annual Spring Clean-Up! 
We were able to check off many 
items on our “to do” list. Thank you 
for helping us keep our building and 
grounds beautiful.

-The Facility Care Ministry Team



Spring Fling!

We had a great group of young people come out to enjoy a Spring evening on Friday, May 13.  Steve Angerman 
grilled hot dogs and hamburgers and brought chips, drinks and cookies. What more do you need for a cookout?!  
They enjoyed 70’s music and just spending some time catching up. Then they all headed over to the play structure 
of course!

Admin and Personnel Invites Your Feedback
As part of our regular review process, we are inviting any feedback you have on Melissa’s service as our pastor.  

Please remember that Melissa always encourages any of us to come see her and provide feedback directly 
at any time! 

But this is a time for us to reflect more formally, both as individuals and a collective, on her work with us – in 
the many domains of her service. Prayerful candor is appreciated. In the interest of honest communication and 
transparency, we strongly prefer this feedback be open (i.e., with a willingness to let us share your name). If you 
prefer that your feedback be kept anonymous, we will respect that, but anonymous feedback may not be shared 
with Melissa or be as substantial a part of our review process. 

Please send your thoughts to  or return written feedback to the Admin mailbox in 
the church office (both will only be viewed by members of the administration and personnel team). We would 
like to collect all feedback by the end of June.

Thank you for your input,

The Administration and Personnel Ministry Team  
Betty Chaffee, chair; Douglas Northrop, Session liaison; 
Glen Anderson, Steve Angerman, Doug Franklin, and Diane Imredy
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