
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

After a nearly two-year discernment period 
involving prayer, asking challenging questions, and 
study, the session of Westminster joined in the 
bold invitation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to 
become a Matthew 25 Church! 

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage 
in the world around us so that our faith comes alive 
and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this 
passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies 
(2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly 
and compassionately to serve people who are hungry, 
oppressed, imprisoned, or poor.

The themes of the Matthew 25 invitation are 
grounded in the gospel. Jesus calls us to serve with 
and for “the least of these” — not as a group to be 
pitied, but as people who are deeply loved by Jesus. 
Matthew 25 congregations aim to help multiply this 
loving commitment to radical and fearless discipleship 
by embracing these three focuses:

• Building congregational vitality by 
challenging congregations and their members 
to deepen and energize their faith, grow as joyful 
leaders and disciples actively engaged with 
their community, see new disciples engaged in 
ministry, and encourage longstanding believers 
to develop in faith as the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is shared in word and deed.

• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly 
applying our faith to advocate and break down 
the systems, practices, and mindsets that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice, and 
oppression of people of color.

• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting 
on our beliefs and working to change laws, 
policies, plans, and structures in our society 
that perpetuate economic exploitation of 
people who are poor.

Embracing this call has provided WPC a new 
lens and framework for the ways we are engaging 
in Christian formation, discipleship, and mission. 
Not long after our discussions began in 2020 about 
answering the call to become a Matthew 25 church, 
the Matthew 25 Study Group began. They utilize a mix 
of book and Bible study to help them understand how 
to follow Jesus in today’s world. (New members always 
welcome!) Ministry Teams began conversations about 
how the foci of Matthew 25 align with the witness and 
work they are engaged in. And when the Session and 
Deacons met in early 2022 for Officer Training, we 
reflected on our learnings and questions to guide our 
work forward. 

By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, we help the 
PC(USA) and Presbytery of Detroit, become a more 
relevant presence in the world. We recognize Christ’s 
urgent call to be a church of action where God’s love, 
justice, and mercy shine forth and are contagious. And 
we rejoice in how our re-energized faith can unite all 
Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our 
common identity to build relationship by sharing the 
good news of the gospel in word and deed.

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Refugee Resettlement Update
April was a big month for our sponsored refugee family, 
beginning on April 1 when they moved into their 
permanent housing for at least the next 14 months.  
Home is a duplex unit located in Ann Arbor east of Vets 
Park.  With donations of furniture as well as household 
and personal items, and with move-in assistance from 
members of Westminster and Blue Ocean Church, the 
family is settling into a daily routine while adjusting 
to American culture. Area rugs have been added 
throughout the home, which is one floor with a 
basement in a ranch-style duplex, and draperies have 
been ordered to replace the existing, worn venetian 
blinds. A sewing machine was purchased to aid the 
mother, who enjoys sewing for her four children, herself 
and her husband.

The children are two daughters, ages 10 and 8, who are 
now attending Haisley Elementary School, and two sons, 
ages 4 and 1, who are with their parents during the day.  
The four-year-old son was eligible for preschool, but the 
family opted to keep him home for now.  

Thorough health screenings have been performed for 
each family member, and everyone is believed to be in 
good health. Some paperwork has been difficult, and 
the parents still have not received their social security 
cards although they are expected soon. 

The father has his Employment Authorization Card and 
is anxious to start work. Employment will be a priority 
in May.  Learning English, primarily through ESL (English 
as a Second Language) classes at Jewish Family Services, 
is a current priority. The father can now proudly speak 
basic English phrases. Westminster members led a 
three-week cultural orientation program for the parents, 
covering such topics as housing and rental rules, public 
assistance and health insurance, employment, health 
and hygiene norms, basic US laws and parenting rules 
and expectations, transportation, budgeting and 
finance, and community and cultural resources. The 
family has attended a local mosque and is becoming 
acquainted with refugee families and others in the area.

The family observed Ramadan, which is the ninth month 
of the Islamic calendar (this year, beginning April 2 and 
ending May 1) and is the holiest month of the year for 
Muslims. It is a month of fasting from dawn to sunset, 
prayer, and reflection.  

We continue to love and support each member of the 
refugee family, working with our partner congregation 
of Blue Ocean Church and with the active support 
and guidance of Jewish Family Services! Comments 
or questions may be directed to any member of the 
Mission Committee.

Spring Gemini Concert
Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m. on the Westminster Lawn. An event for young and old; plan to sing, clap, and smile! 
Folding chairs provided, or bring a blanket to sit on. *Rain date will be Sunday, May 15 at 2 p.m.

Habitat for Humanity ‘22 House of Faith
This year’s Habitat House of Faith project is at 1181 Hull St in Ypsilanti. Westminster has been asked to provide 3-4 
volunteers for the following dates:

• Friday May 13 with First Baptist of Ypsilanti, lunch provided by First Baptist
• Friday May 27 with First Presbyterian of A2, lunch provided by WPC
• Saturday June 25 with First Baptist of Ypsilanti, lunch provided by First Baptist
• Saturday July 9 with Blue Ocean of A2, lunch provided by WPC

If you would like to volunteer to provide about 12 bag lunches for the May 27 or July 9 dates, please contact Ron 
Fairchild ( ).



Our Life Together

Alleluia Ringers performing on Easter

Stewardship 2022: Let All Creation Praise!
Westminster’s stewardship season runs from April 24 – May 15 with a special emphasis on 
stewardship of the earth in addition to the more traditional stewardship focus on time, talent, 
and treasure. At Westminster, we have learned that caring for the earth (through reduced 
energy and water usage) is directly related to our financial stewardship. Various aspects of 
stewardship are is interconnected. Several activities are included in the stewardship season.  
The first one is to individually consider the Earth Care Stewardship Calendar, mailed in 
late April, which explores ways to care for the earth. Pledge cards are being mailed May 2.  
Your pledge can be submitted either on the traditional card or via email to David Wright  

( ). On May 15, we will plant a tree to celebrate the gifts we have been given 
and that we give back. June 5 a celebration meal is planned after church. Join with the stewardship team to 
consider stewardship through this broad emphasis, and please return your pledge by May 15. 

Spring Clean-Up
Join the Facility Care Ministry Team on May 14th from 9-12 to help spruce up our building 
and grounds. There will be various cleaning opportunities and small projects both inside 
and outside the building. A little elbow grease can go a long way!

Thank You’s
“Thank you to the Deacons and all our Westminster friends for the beautiful flowers and your 
support and prayers. God Bless.”
  -Marilyn Drake

Louise Woodruff thanks the church for the beautiful plant and for remembering her.

“Dear Westminster family. Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement. It was so thoughtful 
and we are beyond grateful to have received it. I will always cherish the crystal cross that was in the arrangement. 
Thank you also for all the support, love, kind words, hugs, and food-it all meant more than you will ever know.”
  -Connie and Gordon George and family



A COVID Update
Westminster Presbyterian Church Session has decided to allow optional mask-wearing during worship services 
as of Sunday, April 24. Anyone who wishes to continue to wear masks during worship service may do so. 

Session has also decided that after COVID-19 Community levels in Washtenaw county have been Low (Green) 
for at least two weeks, worship service will return to the sanctuary with optional mask-wearing. This will allow 
time to make the necessary adjustments for space changeover. 

Session will continue to monitor COVID-19 Community Levels and will update the congregation of any changes 
in the future. 

If anyone has any questions, they can reach out directly to any Session member. 

Blessings and thanks, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Session

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson  
( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship hall 
at 9:30 am. For the month of May, we will be looking at 
excerpts from Let’s Talk by Harold Haie. Haie presents 
a “better way” to discuss controversial topics.

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 6 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information ( ).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer  
( ) for more information. New 
members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix of book and 
Bible study helps us understand how to follow Jesus in 
today’s world. For information please contact Elizabeth 
Tidd ( ) or Carol Hufnagel  
( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school 
year and occasionally in the summer. New members 
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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