
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

Easter. This is the season of dreaming what could 
be. Of course, it helps that for us in Michigan, the 
possibilities of spring inspire this even more in each 
of us. The bulbs we planted in the earth last fall are 
pushing up through the dark earth, reaching for the 
warmth of the sun. Birds long since gone, return to our 
feeders in exchange for a song. We reach for clothes 
long buried in our closet with hopes to finally pack 
away our sweaters and winter boots. We observe, 
embrace, and embody the promises that the world 
will be made new. That no matter how long the winter, 
spring will come.

The women headed to the tomb on Easter morning 
spent the last three years of their lives dreaming of a 
new life on earth. Jesus was more than the “Friend, 
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way and Presence” we reflected 
up from Diana Butler Bass’s book this Lenten season. 
Jesus had been the living, breathing embodiment of 
what could be, God’s promise made flesh. 

Then he was gone. Betrayed. Tortured. Executed 
by the Roman state as those passing by mocked and 
taunted him. Finally, after three excruciating hours, 
Jesus cried out a desperate prayer of God-forsakenness 
before he breathed his last. When Jesus was alive, the 
women and those following him, dreamed of a time 
when a different politics was practiced, one of mercy, 
compassion, of welcoming and loving the stranger, 
when the weakest among them was cared for, and 
love was the rule of the day. When Jesus was alive, 
they dreamed God’s dreams, for they could see it 
happening before their eyes.

Now as they make their way to the tomb it must 
feel like their dreams were nothing more than that… 

dreams. Apathy, cynicism and frustration have 
replaced the dreams, hopes and possibilities. We know 
something of these rhythms in our world today. And it 
is so tempting for us to look at the violence and death, 
the divisions and hatred around us, and believe God’s 
dreams will forever decay in the tomb.

They don’t.

We are shaped as Easter people who know that 
there is nothing in this world, even death itself, that 
can stand in the way of God’s dreams. Raised by the 
power of the living God, Jesus is loose in the world 
calling us together to keep dreaming. To keep working 
against the powers that would try to distract and 
distance us from these dreams. 

This is the hope that propels us forward to 
continue the work Jesus calls us to as disciples. We are 
shaped by God’s dreams embodied in Jesus’ life and 
resurrection. Which is why it is such a joy to share with 
you that at the March session meeting, we voted to 
officially become a Matthew 25 congregation of the 
PC(USA). Building congregation vitality, dismantling 
structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty 
may appear to be dreams buried in the tomb. And if 
Jesus stayed dead in the tomb, we would be off the 
hook for loving our neighbor and being the hands and 
feet of God’s dreams.

Friends, hear the good (and sometimes intimidating 
news): He is Risen! Let’s keep dreaming.

Easter Blessings,

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Bottle and Can Drive
Do you have bottles and cans waiting to be returned for a deposit refund? Three youth in 
our congregation would like to raise money for the Afghan family we are sponsoring. If 
you are interested in contributing to this effort, you are invited to bring empty returnable 
cans and bottles to church and put them in the Name Tag Hallway inside by the front door. 
The youth will return them for you and use the refund to buy needed items for the family 
members. In addition, they will also be taking flyers into the neighborhood surrounding 

the church to invite our neighbors to participate as well. If you would like to join the youth in picking up the 
bottles and cans the morning of April 3rd, contact Joe Neely at 734-276-0612.

Cookies for Riverside
We are once again in need of 
bakers for upcoming Riverside 
starting in May. If you are 
available and willing to help, 
please contact Alice Chambers 
( ). 
Thank you!

Kids Easter Party!
On the Saturday before Easter, 
April 16, Westminster will be 
hosting an Easter Party! This free 
event is for ages preschool-5th 
grade. Invite your neighbors and 
come by 10am-11:30am for an egg 
hunt, crafts, story, and parade!

Our Life Together
Join the Deacons in Card Showers
Do you like to send cards? Would you like to help the Westminster deacons shower members of the congregation 
with cards to celebrate major milestones and other happy occasions and provide support in difficult times? If so, 
please contact Connie George, deacon moderator, at (  or ). She will add you 
to an email list that she sends notifications of upcoming card shower opportunities to.

Holy Week at Westminster
Join us for our special Holy Week services:

4/10 Palm Sunday, 11am

4/14 Maundy Thursday, 7pm

4/15 Good Friday, 7pm

4/17 EASTER SUNDAY, 11am



Facilities Update
The Facilities Team has been busy completing updates for the Church.  We have scheduled a spring cleanup for 
the morning of Saturday May 14, all are welcome and encouraged to join us. If you see issues that need to be 
addressed please contact one of the facility care team members and let us know.  

Recent and planned major improvements include:

• New furniture in the Fellowship Hall lounge.  Funds were raised for this through football parking and from 
the sale of the play structure. 

• New windows in the first floor offices and the lower level classrooms under the Sanctuary.  The old windows 
were 50 years old and were not energy efficient.  The cost of the windows was paid for out of the capital 
obsolescence account.

• New window treatments (vertical shades) have been ordered for the Fellowship Hall.  The new shades will 
provide greater comfort levels in the summer and winter as well as filter the sun.  These are being paid for 
out of the Capital Campaign account.

• Air conditioning in the kitchen will be completed in May/June.  While it is not feasible to provide A/C for the 
entire Fellowship Hall (due to the high cost) we are adding the A/C in the kitchen.  This is being paid for out 
of the Capital Campaign account.

• A new exterior door at the kitchen entrance will be completed in April/May.  The existing door swells during 
the summer months and is not reliable.  The cost for the door is being paid for out of the capital obsolescence 
account.

Ushers Needed
As we look forward to returning to the sanctuary, we will be needing ushers. We are 
especially in need of a head usher or co-head ushers so that the onus is not too great on 
any one person. As most you know, Jim Brady has stepped down after decades of service, 
and we would like to start our return with a full compliment of ushers. If you feel the call 
to serve WPC in this capacity, please contact Suzanne Lange ( ).

Thank you from Joan Dresselhouse
“It was great to hear from so many of you and to know that I was being thought of and 
remembered on my 100th birthday. I certainly appreciate all the expressions of love and 
caring and your prayers. I am continuing to enjoy the many, many beautiful birthday cards 
you sent me. Thank you very much.”



Some Updated COVID Considerations
We are encouraged by the decline in COVID numbers in Washtenaw County! At their meeting on 3/15/22, Session 
approved new COVID guidelines for our community at Westminster. Given Washtenaw County is currently in 
the “Green” risk level, the following updates have been put in place- effective immediately.

Masking: 
Masks are now optional for building use and small groups. Masks remain mandatory for worship gatherings at 
this time.**

Worship Space: 
So long as levels remain at “Green” for two weeks prior to Palm Sunday, worship will move back into the Sanctuary 
at the end of the Palm Sunday Service! We will start the service in the Fellowship Hall.

Food Sharing:
Coffee and donuts will be available in the fellowship hall before worship in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 
Weekly coffee fellowship will be made available starting the first Sunday after Easter.

As has always been the case, these guidelines are subject to change along with changing levels of transmission in 
our area. We will always strive to serve one another and care for the vulnerable in our midst.

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson  
( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 6 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information ( ).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer  
( ) for more information. New 
members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix of book and 
Bible study helps us understand how to follow Jesus in 
today’s world. For information please contact Elizabeth 
Tidd ( ) or Carol Hufnagel  
( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school 
year and occasionally in the summer. New members 
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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