
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of WPC,

Growing up in a Presbyterian Church, I don’t 
recall observing the season of Lent. I am sure we 
did, but there wasn’t anything about the observance 
that really stuck with me. Since then, I have learned 
that many Presbyterians did not always observe this 
season. For some it felt “too Catholic” (though there 
is nothing wrong with being Catholic!). For others it 
meant eating as many paczki’s on the Tuesday before 
Ash Wednesday, finding a Catholic Church that 
offered the best fish fry, giving up sugar, meat, caffeine, 
alcohol (or something you really don’t like anyway!).

The season has been formally observed since the 
First Council of Nicaea (325 C.E.) as a time of penitence 
and fasting in remembrance of Jesus’ temptations in 
the wilderness, and also as a way to practice lament 
and humility as a spiritual discipline. Observance of 
the season grew as a time to prepare believers for 
Baptism on Easter.

We will be observing the start of this season with 
our Ash Wednesday service on March 2nd at 7pm.

At the heart of the season of Lent is an invitation 
into relationship with Jesus. What does it mean to 
follow the One who lived, died, and rose from the 
dead for our salvation? This year, Westminster will 
doing a deep dive on what it means and has meant to 
experience Jesus. 

We will be using the book Freeing Jesus: 
Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, 
Way, and Presence by Diana Butler Bass. Bass uses her 
own life story to explore how over the last 60 years she 
has related to Jesus—from being a young child in the 
United Methodist Church, to her teenage and young 
adult life in evangelical church, to being an aspiring 
academic, and onward to her current home in the 
Episcopal Church. 

She does not see her journey as a “progression” or 
evolution upwards-as if the Jesus she experienced as a 
friend in childhood is to be put away when she arrives 
at Jesus as presence and way. Rather, each of the six 
approaches, the six ways of experiencing Jesus, has a 
place in her life. As she began to see them as templates 
for relating to Jesus, she was able to pick up older ways 
of relating to Jesus in a new light, processed through 
the experiences she has had over time.

What I appreciate most about Bass’s book is that in 
sharing her experiences of Jesus, she is quick to point 
out that this is not an exhaustive list, nor is it exclusive. 
While Bass speaks from her own experience in this 
book, she leaves room for others to share theirs as well. 

Through this book, our conversations in the Sunday 
morning Fellowship class, Monday Bible Study, and 
worship, we will have the opportunity to speak and 
reflect on one’s love of Jesus in a way that has both 
depth and integrity. Please join us!

Peace,

 
The Rev. Dr.
Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Refugee Resettlement: Our Sponsored Family Has Arrived!
After missing a Chicago connections for arrival at 
Detroit Metro on February 10, our sponsored refugee 
family arrived the next day, tired but determined to 
begin new lives in our community.  The family of six 
consists of a mother and father with two daughters 
(ages 10 and 8) and two sons (ages 4 and 1).  The family’s 
original home was Kandahar, Afghanistan, which 
is Afghanistan’s second largest city after Kabul, the 
country’s largest city and capital.  The father worked 
with US authorities in Kandahar and was evacuated 
with his family as Afghanistan fell to the Taliban.  
Temporary housing was provided to the family at Fort 
McCoy in Wisconsin, a US military base where 12,600 
evacuees were placed.  All have now been resettled in 
communities across the country.

Our sponsored family’s primary language is Pashto, and 
they speak some Urdu.  They are proud to be learning 
English phrases and have been enrolled in ESL (English 
as a Second Language) classes.  Being Muslim, the family 
eats Halal meat that is prepared according to Islamic 
dietary restrictions.  Naan flatbread is a favorite, and 
they like lots of fruits and vegetables.  Lentils and rice 
are staples.  Arranging culturally appropriate grocery 
deliveries to the family has been an initial priority.  

The refugee family is residing at an extended stay motel 
in Canton as of this writing.  Jewish Family Services 
has used this motel for temporary housing to serve a 
number of its refugee resettlement clients.  Arranging 
permanent housing is now a top priority because the 
family needs proper living facilities, not a single motel 

room with cooking facilities, and also because many 
other aspects of their lives hinge on a permanent 
residence.  For example, the school-age children cannot 
be enrolled in public school until the family has a 
permanent address.  A two-bedroom apartment at 
Glencoe Hills was reserved before arrival, but apartment 
complex rules prohibit a family of six in a two-bedroom 
unit (we were initially expecting to welcome a family of 
four).  Another apartment unit at Traver Courts in Ann 
Arbor is available, but the family prefers a less expensive 
unit if it can be found.  Work continues on the issue 
of permanent housing, and we expect and pray that it 
will be successfully resolved soon.

With the expectation of permanent housing 
arrangements soon, we are seeking volunteers to 
help with the move-in and also with apartment 
setup.  Please see the signup sheets on the bulletin 
board in the hallway leading to Fellowship Hall.  Our 
congregation and the Blue Ocean Church continue to 
gather the remaining items needed for the apartment, 
and donations may be made via our SignUp Genius.  A 

“Quarter Jar” is appearing at Westminster where you 
can donate quarters that the family can use for public 
transportation.  Teams have been formed to serve 
the family in specific ways, such as transportation or 
employment, and you may contact Elizabeth Tidd  
(  to join a team of your choice 
as we begin this project to serve our neighbors in need!

-Westminster Missions Team

Our Life Together
Let’s Pray for Each Other
Please join the Westminster deacons in praying for all members of our congregation, not just those who have 
asked for special prayers. We have heard that members of some churches simply go through their church 
directory (found at bit.ly/westpres-directory), praying for people alphabetically. It’s a nice way to remember 
those we haven’t seen for a while due to the pandemic restrictions and cautions.



Share a Prayer Square
Do you know someone who 
could use a prayer square—a 
small physical reminder that 
God loves us and that there 
are people who care about and 
pray for us? The Westminster 
deacons and needlecrafters encourage you to help 
yourself to the prayer squares in the basket on the 
coffee bar at church and give them to family, friends, 
or anyone you think might like one.

The prayer square ministry also offers support to visitors 
and renters at Westminster who walk by the basket of 
squares.

If you’d like to help make prayer squares, contact Jill 
Fairchild ( ), and she will add you to 
the email list of people she contacts when our prayer 
square supply is running low.

Bible Verse for Your Deacon Care Group
The results are in! Here are the Bible verses that will be 
associated with each of our new deacon care groups:

Faith: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11: 1)

Hope: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)

Love:  “Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No one  
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God 
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”  
(1 John 4:11–12)

These are posted on the bulletin board for the new 
care groups. Thanks to those of you who submitted 
verses!

Easter Flowers
Easter is rapidly approaching and 
it’s time to order Easter flowers! 
Deacons will deliver flowers to 
our at home members during 
Holy week. Members of the 
congregation can order flowers 

to decorate our worship space for Easter Sunday and 
then take them home after the service.  

Flowers may be purchased online from now until March 
15th. Because many people are allergic to the strong 
fragrance of Easter lilies, we will be using only daffodils 
and tulips for Easter this year. 

All flowers will be in 6” pots with gold foil and a lovely 
bow. We are buying directly from Pinter’s Nursery, so 
you know they will be beautiful.

Visit  to purchase 
plants either for you to have at home or for a deacon 
to deliver to a Westminster at-home member. As in 
the past you can indicate if you want your plant to be 

“in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person, to be 
listed in the Easter bulletin. 

The price this year is $12 for daffodils or tulips.  

Flowers to be taken to your home will be available after 
the Easter Service on April 17th. Hallelujah! Amen!

Still Time to Share Your Thoughts
Check your email for a short survey designed to learn your thoughts, hopes, and 
expectations as the Session plans a way forward to continue to be one body in Christ, 
virtually and in-person. Please complete the survey by March 3. Your responses are very 
appreciated!



Some Updated COVID Considerations

As Washtenaw County COVID numbers continue to decline, we celebrate a safe return to worship practices like 
communal spoken word and singing! Please continue to wear your mask.

We will also continue to worship and glorify in creative ways that we have learned through the pandemic. This 
includes using “signs” (American Sign Language and creative body movements) for some songs. Thank you for 
your openness as we trust the Spirit to bring us into the presence of the risen Christ through this time of worship.

In order to care for the health and safety of everyone attending Sunday morning worship, 
the windows in the fellowship hall will be open. In the cold weather, remember to dress accordingly; bring 
your warm sweaters, jackets, and cozy socks!

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson  
( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 6 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information ( ).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer  
( ) for more information. New 
members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month. A mix of book and 
Bible study helps us understand how to follow Jesus in 
today’s world. For information please contact Elizabeth 
Tidd ( ) or Carol Hufnagel  
( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school 
year and occasionally in the summer. New members 
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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