
From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

Happy Epiphany!! Recently, I learned that in some 
parts of the world Epiphany (January 6, which brings 
the Christmas season to an end) is also celebrated 
as Women’s Christmas. The tradition originated 
in Ireland, where it is known as Nollaig na mBan. 
Women’s Christmas began as a day when the women, 
who often carried the domestic responsibilities all year, 
took Epiphany as an occasion to enjoy a bit of rest and 
celebrate together at the end of the holidays. 

Whether your domestic duties are many or few, 
and no matter your gender, Epiphany is a good time 
to pause and take a break from whatever has kept you 
busy in the past weeks or months. As the Christmas 
season draws to a close, this is an occasion both to 
celebrate with friends and also to spend time in 
reflection before diving into this new year.

Having spent the last two holiday seasons 
adapting our pre-pandemic celebrations, grieving 
what we have lost, and holding on to hope of what 
may come, we are all finding our way forward. This 
Advent we observed the season with the theme 

“Close to Home.” This time has got me thinking a lot 
about home—what it is, how it happens, and where 
we are called to create home in new ways. On “Comfy 
Christmas” we read the children’s book “Home By 
Another Way.” And the cleaver telling of the Christmas 
and Epiphany story reminded me that, throughout 
the Bible, the people of God are often called to 
reimagine new ways of creating home with God and 
our neighbors. 

This kind of spiritual work takes a lot of 
emotional energy. As we at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church find our way home by this new way of what it 
means to be the church in the world today, I invite 
you to take a day or a bit of time to rest and prepare 
for this journey. Take the time needed to listen to God 
who is dreaming with us, wandering on our detours, 
and always welcoming us home.

Epiphany Blessings!

 
The Rev. Dr.
Melissa Lynn Allison



Engaging Our Neighbors
Bake the World a Better Place
We are once again in need of bakers for Riverside! There are openings for the first 
Wednesday of each month starting in February. To sign up or get more info, contact Alice 
Chambers ( ).

Youth Christmas Caroling
In the afternoon of Sunday, December 19, 
our college freshman, middle school and 
high school students and their parents 
met to go sing Christmas carols to some 
of our members at home.  We started 
with pizza in the parking lot, then we all 
piled in our cars to go to our first caroling 
destination.  We visited five members and 
returned to Westminster for hot cocoa 
in the Youth Room.  We spent some time 
sharing about experiences in 2021 and 
hopes for 2022.  Then we finished up with 
a White Elephant gift exchange.  It was 
great to all be together again and catch 
up.  Thank you to the Youth Ministry 
Team for putting their heads together to 
help make this happen!

Our Life Together
Updates from Session
MANY MANY THANKS
Thanks to the deacons and elders who have faithfully served during these last three years and are now ending their 
terms of service.  There were many joys and challenges during this time and your service is greatly appreciated. 
Deacons: Marcia Anderson, Vickie Gross, Emily Kerr, Dorothy MacArthur, and Joan Piatt. Elders: Gail Arnold, 
Sharon Cloke, Cathy Daniels, Carol Hufnagel, Margaret Klammer, and Arden Shafer. Thanks as well to those 
beginning their service in 2022. Deacons Alice Chambers, Diane Imredy, and Suzanne Lange. Elders: Doug Franklin, 
Vickie Gross, and Bob Hufnagel. Thank you for using your skills and abilities in service to God and Westminster!

Board of Deacons and Session to Restructure
In 2022, both the Board of Deacons and Session are restructuring and reducing the number of members from 
twelve to nine, as approved by the congregation at its meeting in August. To accomplish this, the Board of 
Deacons will be creating three new care groups: Faith, Hope, and Love. They will be providing information shortly 
to the entire congregation about the reformation of the care groups.



The Session is reorganizing the ministry teams by consolidating and reallocating duties. The ministries of the 
Stewardship Team will be added to the Finance Team, now the Finance and Stewardship Team. The ministries 
of the Youth and Young Adults Team will be added to the Discipleship Ministry Team, formerly the Adult 
Education and Discipleship Team. The ministries of the Hospitality Team will move to the Worship Team and to 
the Discipleship Team. 

Watch the bulletin board in early 2022 for a view into this new structure and the faces of those serving.

Your 2022 Deacon Care Group
Your deacon care group includes some new neighbors! With the reduction in the deacon board from twelve to 
nine deacons as of January 1, our six former care groups have been consolidated into three and given new names:

John + Ruth = Faith
David + Paul = Hope
Adam + Mary = Love

Your will have three deacons supporting your new care group:

Faith deacons: Connie George (deacon moderator), Linda Harnish, and Janet Eaton 
Hope deacons: Diame Imredy, Steve Faulstick, and Lynda Berg
Love deacons: Suzanne Lange, Sophia Jan, and Alice Chambers

Each care group will have a Bible verse or passage associated with it. If you would like to suggest one for your new 
care group, please send it to your new deacons. 

Glass Etching 
Craft Night
Thank you to everyone 
who participated in our 
December Craft Night! 
Here is some of the great 
work produced!

8 Habits of 
Evangelism
On Sunday, Jan 9, 2022 at 
9:30am, the Fellowship Hall 
class will start an eight week 
program from the PCUSA: 

“8 Habits of Evangelism”.  

Visit 8habits.org/preamble/ 
for each chapter to see a 
video, prayer, content and 
discussion questions.

Join us in January for an 
exciting new study!



COVID Considerations
Notes for worship: In order to care for the health and safety of everyone attending Sunday morning worship, 
the windows in the fellowship hall will be open. As the weather gets colder, remember to dress accordingly; 
bring your warm sweaters, jackets, and cozy socks!

As Washtenaw County is currently experiencing high COVID transmission we are keeping our masks on at all 
times, distancing and refraining from communal spoken word and song in worship.

This means we are learning to worship and glorify God in creative ways!! 

Worship leaders will assist us in using “signs” for words of some songs (this includes American Sign Language 
and creative body movements). There are times we will use our body as percussion instruments (clapping and 
stomping). Thank you for your openness as we trust the Spirit to bring us into the presence of the risen Christ 
through this time of worship. When levels move to moderate or low we will return to previous building use and 
worship protocols. Masks are currently required for anyone in our building at any time.

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson  
( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. 

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 7 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information ( ).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer  
( ) for more information. New 
members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month in 
members’ homes. A mix of book and Bible study 
helps us understand how to follow Jesus in today’s 
world. For information please contact Elizabeth 
Tidd ( ) or Carol Hufnagel  
( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school 
year and occasionally in the summer. New members 
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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