September 2021

From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
In Act Two, Scene Two of Shakespeare’s romantic
tragedy Romeo and Juliet, Juliet wonders with her
beloved Romeo:
What’s in a name? That which we call a rose
by any other name would smell as sweet.
It is more of a complaint than a question. Juliet
knows that the blood feud between the Montague’s
and Capulet’s keeps them from being together. Her
question is an intriguing one: “What’s in a name?”
I’ve always been a bit jealous of people who
have meaningful given names. The name of a beloved
grandparent or a name that has been handed down
from generation to generation, these names tell a
story. The story of my name is a bit less exciting. One
of the most popular television shows when I was born
was “Little House on the Prairie.” The child actresses
who played “Laura” and “Mary” both had the name
“Melissa.” My middle name, “Lynn” was the third most
popular middle name in the 1970s.
Presbyterian Churches often bear less than exciting
names. Many boast of being the “First” of such a
church in a particular location. “Westminster” has
always been a favorite of mine, because it falls more
in line with passing down a name from a “family
tradition.” Westminster was and still is a popular name
for Presbyterian churches because of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, a Calvinist creed drawn up by
the 1646 Westminster Assembly, which became a
standard doctrine in the Church of Scotland and has
been influential in Presbyterian churches worldwide.
The name “Westminster Presbyterian Church” tells a
story – but does not define us.

“What’s in a name?” Throughout the pages of
scripture we learn of experiences in which a new
name signals a new reality. Abram becomes Abraham,
Sarai becomes Sarah, Jacob becomes Israel, and Saul
becomes Paul. These names provide an opportunity
for these individuals to respond to a call into a new
way of being and loving.
I thought a lot about this opportunity in marriage
to take on a new name. Both Robin and I had the last
names we were born with (Allison and Van Wert) –
and the last names we took on in our first marriages
(Oesterwind and DeRosia) – and the occasion to live
into our new identity together by choosing a last
name. Yes, it will take a bit of time to shift into a new
last name after more than twenty years! So I am now
the Rev. Dr. Melissa Lynn Allison. And what a blessing
it is to have this opportunity to celebrate the ways our
names reflect the emergence of a new identity, new
reality and new relationship!
Peace,

Melissa

We Welcome Nate Veldhoff
— our new Director of Media and Communications
Nate introduces himself to us:
Handing off the baton: a note from Marti Burbeck
“I grew up in West Michigan, but I came to Thank you for the years of support for me in this role
Ann Arbor about a decade ago for school and I – for making the job such fun! Nate puts it so well in
never left. I attended U of M where I got a degree his introduction: “I’ve developed a passion for making
in architecture, and afterwards went to Moody the church a place of welcome.” The same has been
Theological Seminary for my MDiv.
true for me.
“I’ve served as a staff member with a couple of
I’ve reveled in the opportunity to indulge my love of
local churches for the last six years. My time in words, and early along the way uncovered an affection
these spaces has helped me to develop a passion for print design – a discovery that astonished and
for making the church a place of welcome. I hope delighted me, 25 years ago when I began as volunteer
for my own life of faith to be one of continuous editor for this monthly newsletter The Link.
learning, asking questions, and growing; I hope to
As many of you know, this is not my first attempt to
help build a community and environment where pass this job on to the next communications director,
others feel safe to do the same.
so the previous celebration and gift are more than
“Much of my spare time is spent writing or enough. For the moment,
playing music. My band-mate and I can be spotted Tom and I are staying away
playing shows all over Southeast Michigan most from all indoor gatherings
weekends. I also love all things to do with coffee, to maintain our COVID pod
caring for my many houseplants, and taking on any with son Eric, daughter-inproject where I can fix or create something with law Vinal and their children
my hands.”
Surya (2-½ years) and Sohm
(5 weeks). We’ll see you as soon as things are safe again.
Nate, we are excited to welcome you to Westminster!

The annual meeting of the congregation is Sunday, September 19, following worship.

Engaging Our Neighbors
Help a Neighbor Settle into a New Home
Westminster is partnering with HouseN2Home to
furnish an apartment in Avalon Housing’s new Hickory
Way units, allowing many in our community to exit
homelessness.

Sign up at bit.ly/hickory-way, then purchase the
items you’ve chosen and deliver them to Westminster
by Saturday, September 18. Questions? Please contact
Lynda Berg (
).

2021 Habitat House of Faith

Bake the World a Better Place

Westminster joins five area congregations to renovate
a home for a future Habitat homeowner. Volunteers
are needed Friday, September 10. Sign up online at
bit.ly/house-of-faith. Learn more from Ron Fairchild
(
).

Westminster continues to provide birthday treats for
Riverside Community Gathering guests. On the first
Wednesday of each month, we’re including individually
wrapped cookies (60 total) in the boxed meals. Please
contact Alice Chambers (
) to
provide cookies in October or any month after that.
We can provide pickup and delivery if needed.

God’s people are once again called on to stand in the “GAP: Give. Act. Pray.”
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing
emergency relief and short-term recovery in Haiti
following the August 14 earthquake. You can help:

P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can help.

GIVE: Gifts can be made to Westminster, online or
by check, designating them for “PDA.” You may also
donate directly to PDA at Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),

those offering assistance will be strengthened, have
needs met and be reminded of the hope found in God.

PRAY: Please pray that the communities affected and

Our Life Together
Graceful Giving
“Since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in
Now that we are in September, I am writing
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love to remind you of the conclusion of the scheduled
we have kindled in you – see that you also excel in this collection period in October 2021. If you have any
grace of giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7)
questions regarding where you stand on your pledge,
It is said that “All good things must come to an end.” please look at your latest quarterly contribution
That last mushy bite of an ice cream cone on a hot statement. It will report your capital campaign pledge
summer day. The stirring “Amen” at the conclusion and contributions received to date. Or, reach out to
of Handel’s Messiah. Those hazy, lazy days of summer me, Dave Wright, and I will confidentially confirm to
with the coming of Labor Day weekend. The series you what our records show.
finale of Keeping Up with the Kardashians. Well okay,
Finally, many in the congregation continue to make
not everything that ends was necessarily good. But regular monthly contributions toward the capital
you get my point.
campaign. Perhaps you feel led by God to continue this
One extremely good thing that is quickly coming to level of giving once the campaign formally completes
an end in the life of Westminster Presbyterian Church in October! If so, you have many wonderful, viable
is our three-year capital campaign – “Building on God’s options to help support the mission and ministry of
Promises.” It seems like just yesterday that we were Westminster. Continued giving to the capital campaign
celebrating together at Stonebridge Country Club as will roll into the much-needed capital obsolescence
we officially kicked off the campaign on October 26, reserves of the church. Or you might wish to convert
2018 followed by Commitment Sunday two days later. your monthly giving to support the operating budget,
But that was almost three years ago. Tempus fugit.
missions, or one of the endowment funds. All of these,
You may recall that the campaign was scheduled and others, are so very important to our church and
to run for three years and, accordingly, ends in just I would be happy to talk with you about any of them
two short months. I am thrilled to report that as of at any time.
this date nearly 95% of the pledges we received at the
In the meantime, we celebrate. We celebrate the
onset of the campaign have now been received. Thanks generosity of our friends and members and the future
be to God! And thank you to all of you who have been ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church. Because
faithfully contributing to the campaign over these last . . . not all good things come to an end. Faith, hope and
three years. It has enabled us to accomplish so very, love, these three abide forever.
very much in improving and maintaining our property
— Dave Wright, Financial Secretary
– more details on that to come in the near future.

Save the date! On Sunday, November 11, we’ll celebrate the successful end of the
Capital Campaign as well as Westminster’s 65th anniversary.

Will I Be Remembered?
I don’t think about this question often and perhaps
you don’t either. Sometimes though, when I am trying
to remember someone who has perhaps moved
away or passed away, I find myself saying, “Oh you
remember them . . . they always sat in the second
row by the organ” or, “you know, the man who was
always here working on things that needed to be done
around the church” or, “you remember the woman
that was always cleaning up after the rest of us in the
kitchen” . . . “what was their/his/her name?” We do
remember them but more often we remember them
by the impact they had.
We will all be remembered by our friends and loved
ones, but eventually they too will move away or pass
away, and no one will be left who knew us. Then what?
Will anyone remember us or the impact we have had?

One way to have a lasting impact at Westminster
is to contribute to the Westminster endowment
fund. Your contribution will never be spent but the
growth on that contribution will continue to support
the mission and ministries of Westminster. Perhaps
through a one-time contribution, a portion of your
yearly RMD, a beneficiary in your will or trust; all are
ways you can contribute to the endowment. Since
gifts are anonymous, you may not be remembered by
name, but your legacy will live on and on.
The very good news is that is that no matter what,
God has called us by name and will never forget us!
If you have questions about ways you can give
to the Westminster endowment, contact Margaret
Klammer, chair of the Stewardship Ministry Team, or
David Wright, Financial Secretary.

Do you love children? Our children’s Worship Center program needs a second adult in the older elementaryage class, Sundays, 9:30–10:30 am. Safety requirements specify that there must be two adults in each Sunday
school classroom. No training is needed: Just show up! Four volunteers would allow for sharing the commitment.
Please contact Jill Fairchild (
) to volunteer or to learn more.
The Fellowship Ministry Team has room for growth and welcomes you! If you enjoy planning celebrations,
getting people together, and serving others, this is the place for you! Please contact JoAnn Hirth
(
) for details and to participate in this rewarding ministry.
Call for ushers and greeters, to help with Sunday worship set-up and cleanup and to greet and assist worshipers
as needed. Sign up in the fellowship hall entry or speak to Ralph Lange.
Red Letter Bible Jesus: We resume Sunday morning adult classes in the fellowship hall on September 12, at
9:30 am. Join us for our first series this fall – Red Letter Bible Jesus – considering Jesus’ interactions with his
disciples. You’re welcome any Sunday!
We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks)
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Covid Considerations: We are worshiping in the fellowship hall with masks and social distancing. Because
Washtenaw County is now at a level of high covid-19 transmission, we will suspend singing, communal spoken
prayers and the passing of the peace. When levels move to moderate or low we will return to previous building
use and worship protocols. Masks are currently required for anyone in our building at any time.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1500 Scio Church Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-761-9320 | www.westpresa2.org

