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From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,

One of the many aspects of our life together 
at Westminster that I cherish is that we celebrate 
Stewardship Season in the spring. On the heels of 
Easter Sunday, the Sundays that follow celebrate the 
resurrection stories of Jesus to those early disciples. 
He appears to those frightened, confused, and joy-
filled disciples to reveal that despite every attempt to 
destroy God’s love incarnate, new life emerges.

As the light of a new day dawns, the women who go 
to cover the stench of death with their oils and spices 
discover he is not there. In the northern hemisphere, 
the Christian story intersects with the return of light 
after the dark winter. The birds herald the possibilities 
for hope and new beginnings. The flowers come up 
out of the ground once more, bringing such joy with 
their fragility.

We can empathize with these vulnerable signs of 
new life. Just because our calendars tell us it is spring, 
the snow threatens their precarious life. We bring them 
inside or cover them to protect them from the harsh 
elements. We know our own vulnerability in this world 
means we too need the protection and care of others. 

To face each new dawning day, we rely on God’s love, 
shown through the concern of others. I celebrate and 
give thanks with you, Westminster, for the many ways 
throughout the pandemic we have demonstrated care 
for one another and our neighbors through ministries 
of compassion, service, justice, spiritual growth and 
worship. We see the shadows of the empty tomb and 
continue to orient ourselves toward the light of God’s 
love in this world.

You will receive your 2021 stewardship materials 
shortly, if not already. Tune in to the worship podcast 
on Sunday mornings and watch your inbox during the 
month of May, to hear the stories from Westminster 
members who are celebrating new beginnings, holding 
risks together, leaning into the unknowns with the 
promises of support, community and God’s love. As 

“A New Day Dawns” here at Westminster (and in the 
world), add your voice and commitment to the new 
life God promises in this season and always.

Peace,

 Melissa



A New Day Dawns is the theme for this year’s 
Stewardship Season. I know for me a new day is just 
what I need right now. The good news is that we have 
one every day! Each day is a new beginning, brought 
to us in technicolor by our Lord and maker! But most 
of us want a really big new day, a fresh start, a new 
beginning, an end to Covid!

What does a New Day look like for each of us 
individually and for our Westminster congregation? 
If you are like me, I am yearning for “normal” times 
and the possibility of being with friends and loved 
ones – in person, going places freely, feeling safe and 
staying healthy, and experiencing and appreciating life 
in ways that perhaps I haven’t before. At Westminster, 
we have similar hopes: hopes that we will soon be able 
to return to “normal” and safely worship in person 
and participate in activities and mission with others. 
This summer we plan to begin worshipping in person 
outdoors as a start and have already opened the 
church building for some activities.

I would like to challenge each of us in our personal 
lives and in our life together at Westminster, that 
we not return to “normal” but rather create a “New 
Day normal” which is different and better. Dream 
about what our new day could look like. To what new 
ministries is God calling us? What new areas of service 
will energize us as we serve those around us? How 
might you contribute to the mission and ministry of 
Westminster, whether you are young or older, working 
or retired, active or with limited mobility, or whatever 
your situation?

During this season of stewardship, please 
prayerfully seek what God is leading you to contribute 
to the future of Westminster and our mission to the 
community through the sharing of your skills, abilities, 
passions, time, prayers and financial support as a New 
Day Dawns in our lives and the life of Westminster.

Margaret Klammer, Stewardship Ministry Team Elder

A New Day Dawns!
During the next several weeks notice the sunrise and take a picture to remind yourself that a new day 
dawns every day – or perhaps you have a meaningful sunrise picture from the past. Send your picture(s) 
to Marti Burbeck ( ) so we can share them with the congregation.

Peel the white backing off your window cling and place it in a visible spot to remind you to look forward to 
and appreciate each new day. It’s repositionable, and is included in the stewardship mailing.

How and when should I submit my financial commitment?
Return the commitment card you received in the mail;
• confidentially submit your commitment on the 

Westminster website stewardship pledge form; or
• send email to David Wright, Financial Secretary, or 

April Wright, Assistant Financial secretary.

Please submit your financial commitment by Friday, May 21, 2021.



Our Life Together
Return to In-Person Worship: Ushers Needed
We extend a very big thank you to Jim Brady for his 
years of leadership and service as an usher, ensuring 
that the practicalities of worship take place quietly, 
seamlessly and efficiently. Thank you, thank you, Jim!

In-person outdoor worship beginning in 
June means a renewed need for ushers. Ushers 

arrive 20 minutes before worship and remain for a 
short time after, helping with set-up and cleanup and 
greeting and assisting worshipers as needed. Please 
consider joining this team providing a crucial service 
to us all. To learn more, please contact Ralph Lange 
(517-375-2872 or  ).

Wednesday Lecture Series Features Hope Clinic
Wednesday, May 19, at 7 pm, Hope Clinic director 
Doug Campbell joins us at our Wednesday Dessert.

We’ll learn about current needs in the community 
and how Hope Clinic is meeting those needs. Doug 
will also describe opportunities for individuals and 
groups to lend a hand by volunteering or contributing 
in other ways. Hope Clinic works to make lives better 
by providing free care for the whole person with 
medical, dental, food and care-plus-prayer. Watch for 
the Zoom invite to arrive via email that morning.

Session Meeting Highlights
Uno Dos Tres (UDT) Preschool: The Facility Care 
Ministry Team has continued discussions with UDT 
about expanding the preschool, using several rooms 
on the lower level under the sanctuary. Plans are 
underway and a rental/lease agreement is being 
written. We expect that UDT will move into the 
space sometime over the summer with hopes of 
having students enrolled by September. The Facility 
Team, along with other teams involved, are working 
to consolidate files and other various items currently 
stored in those rooms. As we begin to open the 
building to Westminster meetings and activities, we 
will ensure that other rooms are available for our 
use. We look forward to UDT’s continued success by 
sharing our building with them.

Endowment Administration: The Endowment 
Committee has been hard at work revising the 
Endowment Resolution, the related Gift Acceptance 
Policy, and the Listing of Permanent Sub-Funds to bring 
them up to date and add clarification. In the process, 

the committee determined that the administration of 
the endowment would best be handled by the Finance 
Ministry Team rather than by a separate committee. 
This change was approved by Session and is effective 
April 25, 2021. This will not change where the funds are 
invested or how the expendable funds are calculated.

As mentioned in recent articles in The Link, the 
Permanent Endowment Fund and the four Sub-
Funds (children/youth, mission, building, and ministry 
enrichment) are not normally used to support the 
church operating budget. To provide Session with 
more flexibility should the need arise, an Operating 
Budget Sub-Fund has been established that may be 
used for this support. Only gifts given specifically to 
this fund will be used and then only the expendable 
portion of the fund.

If you have questions or would like to see a copy 
of the documents, please contact Margaret Klammer 
(  or 734-662-5376).



Outreach
Bake the World a Better Place
Westminster continues to provide birthday treats for 
Riverside Community Gathering guests. On the first 
Wednesday of each month we’re including individually 
wrapped cookies (60 total) with the boxed meals. Please 
contact Alice Chambers (  or 

734-971-4440) to provide cookies 
on June 2, or any month after 
that. We can provide pickup and 
delivery if needed.

A learning church is a growing church.
Take advantage of these opportunities to grow in faith, service and friendship:

• Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm 
on Zoom. Join the discussion about the week’s 
scripture and sermon. The Zoom meeting 
invitation is included in the weekly Friday email, or 
please contact Rev. DeRosia.

• Wednesday Dessert Conversations are at 7 pm 
on Zoom, providing time for us to catch up with 
and encourage one another. The Zoom invitation 
arrives via email on Wednesday mornings.

• Reading Through the Bible Group meets virtually 
on Sundays at 9:30 am. Please contact Jun Zhang 
or Marcia Anderson ( )
to receive the meeting invitation and join the 
conversation. All are welcome!

• Immersion Study of James; 1, 2 Peter; 1,2,3 
John; and Jude: First and third Sundays 
at 7 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
( ) for information.

• Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 pm, currently via Zoom. 
Please contact Margaret Klammer (

) to receive the meeting invitation. 
New members are welcome.

• Thursday Book Club meets virtually at 1 pm 
weekly and welcomes newcomers. Please contact 
Jill Fairchild ( ) to receive the 
meeting invitation and join the conversation.

You are welcome to set up meetings with existing, new or ad hoc groups. Please contact Margaret Compton 
( ) for help (or simply use your own videoconference account if you have one).
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We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by 
mailing checks) in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.


