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From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,
In January we marked the one-year anniversary
of COVID-19 arriving in the United States. We didn’t
have a name for then, it was simply called the novel
coronavirus. The end of February came and I remember
traveling to Chicago and then Florida. On the flight
home from Tampa, the woman in the seat next to me
pulled out Clorox wipes and began wiping down all
our tray tables and arms rests. We had no idea that
the real danger was sitting in close proximity with one
another and sharing the same air.
By the second weekend of March schools closed
and we decided it wouldn’t be safe to worship together.
Since the start of the pandemic over 500,000 people
in this country have died from the virus. So much of
our communal life together has been shattered by our
physical separation from one other and concern for
protecting our family and community.
Our Lenten theme “Holy Vessels” has us exploring
healing stories in the Gospel of Matthew. My piece of
sea glass sits next my computer on the window ledge
as I write sermons and reflect on the inward and
outward journey of healing the individual and our
communities. During the moments when even every
day tasks feel insurmountable I try to remember to
reach for the glass, close my eyes, and give
myself a moment to imagine the healing
Spirit of God growing from deep within
whispering to my weary soul:
You are loved.
You are not alone.
You are holy, you are whole.
In one of these moments, I opened my
eyes and they rested on a candleholder,

gifted to me this Christmas. The vessel is made from
a shattered ceramic that was repaired with a lacquer
mixed with gold. The repairing process intentionally
does not to hide the repairs, but makes them a feature.
This process is known as the Japanese art of “Kintsugi.”
The philosophy behind Kintsugi is to value the
brokenness and repair as part of the object’s history,
rather than seeing it as something to disguise. This
might feel counterintuitive to our Western philosophy
that strives for perfection and looks to hide brokenness.
Kintsugi acknowledge the brokenness, and then pieces
it back together into something beautiful.
With the whispering of the Spirit in my soul, I
remember that God isn’t asking us to hide our
brokenness. God is doing what God is so incredibly
good at, healing our brokenness in such a way that
celebrates the glory and goodness of God. God is
always going about gathering these pieces of who we
are, and create something new.
With Holy Week and Easter on the horizon, we
are reminded that when Jesus rose from the dead, his
scars remained. They were a reminder of the pain and
suffering, and that pain and suffering does not have
the final word. The invitation before us as we continue
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our time through Lent to Holy week is to examine the
places where we have known brokenness and God’s
healing over this last year. How that might encourage
us to practice empathy and compassion with others?
Where are those places where we have a story to tell
and where we are able to love our neighbors more
deeply?

It is from these places of our own brokenness
that we can turn to God to see the ways that beauty
can be created in us.
Peace,
Melissa

Engaging Our Neighbors
Baking is love made visible
Birthdays continue, even in
coronavirus time, and Westminster
continues to provide birthday treats
for Riverside Community Gathering
guests. On the first Wednesday of

each month, we’re including individually wrapped
cookies (60 total) in the boxed meals. Please contact
Alice Chambers to provide cookies on April 7, or any
month after that. We’ll provide pickup and delivery as
needed.

One Great Hour donations give far-reaching aid
The One Great Hour
of Sharing offering,
received during Lent,
supports hunger relief
efforts through the
Presbyterian Hunger
Program; it promotes

development through the Presbyterian Committee on
the Self-Development of People, and it assists in disaster
recovery through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
Give directly at specialofferings.pcusa.org/
offering/oghs/ – or use the Westminster giving page
at westpresa2.org/online-giving/. Checks may also be
mailed to Westminster, with “OGHS” in the memo line.

An easy opportunity to help Hope Clinic feed neighbors
Later in March and
in early April, the
Westminster Mission
Ministry Team will
collect food for Hope
Clinic. Watch your

email and Sunday bulletins for details – and remember,
there’s no need to wait for organized efforts to donate
food, to Hope or other local organizations. The
coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated hunger among
residents of Washtenaw County and beyond.

Our Life Together
Survey generates clearer direction for worship together
Westminster members recently completed a Worship together. With warmer weather just around the corner,
Survey – and we greatly appreciate your feedback!
new possibilities for worshiping outdoors appear
As we plan for the future, it’s important to know before us.
how meaningful our current podcasts and video casts
Thank you again!
are. Your ideas to enhance your worship experience —
 The Strategic Planning and Facilitation Ministry Team
were very helpful. We look forward to worshiping

Friday Game Nights bring conversation and friendly competition
Come spend a couple of hours playing games via
Zoom. Let’s chat and play together, on the fourth
Friday of each month, February–
May, 7–9 pm. Games combine
elements of luck and strategy.

Download and print the page of game boards at
bit.ly/friday_game_night (one per person). Watch for
the Zoom invite on each of those fourth Fridays in the
Friday email.

On a cold January day, three of our Westminster teens enjoyed some socially distant fellowship time together.
Their 45-minute hike along the trails near the Huron River and Barton Dam was followed by hot beverages and
conversation. Other teens were connected to the fun through texts and photos.

Three new handbells (D#, E and F#), recently purchased, complete another octave in our Westminster handbell
set. Bell choir members look forward to the end of COVID restrictions when they can get together and play – as
do we, the congregants, to enjoy beautiful music.

A Primer: The Westminster Endowment Fund – A Lasting Legacy
The Westminster Endowment Fund is now in its
21st year and remains a source of fiscal strength and
stability for the future. Contributions are invested
permanently, making a gift to the fund a lasting legacy.
A portion of the investment is available to spend
annually. These are referred to as “expendable funds.”
The endowment fund comprises five sub-funds:
General; Children and Youth; Mission; Building; and
Ministerial Scholarship and Enrichment. The Session
approves the use of all expendable funds, honoring

the wishes of the donor based on the fund designated.
The general fund gives the Session the most flexibility
in the use of the funds. Funds are not used to support
the operating budget of the church, so continued
giving to the church is vitally important for day-to-day
operations.
Since 2000, $211,750 has been contributed to the
endowment fund. As of January 31, 2021, the market
value stood at $467,881. In 2013, we met the required
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threshold in the fund to begin calculating and using designated to the “Westminster Presbyterian Church
the expendable funds. Since that time, we have used of Ann Arbor Endowment Fund.”
over $75,000 to fund many and varied purchases, big
While donations to the endowment fund can be
and small, including:
of any size, and we encourage members and friends
• ADA compliant main doors
of Westminster to give to the fund routinely, the
endowment is also the best fund to consider for
• development of our new website
significant
gifts or estate planning. Donations can be
• projectors for the sanctuary and fellowship hall
given online through the Westminster website giving
• furniture and supplies for the children’s Praypage or by writing a check to the church and specifying
Ground in the sanctuary
“WPC Endowment.” Donations through an IRA or
• items to support the youth ministry
estate distribution have specific rules associated with
• videographer services for recording special
them; contact Margaret Klammer or David Wright
services during the coronavirus pandemic
for assistance. Other questions? Contact Margaret
• and so much more.
Klammer chair of the Endowment and Memorial Gifts
All of these purchases were made possible by committee. More information will be shared in the
generous contributions from members and friends of months to come.
Westminster. Many of these gifts came
in the form of donations in memory
or honor of a loved one. Some came
as distributions from an IRA or from
estates of members who have passed
away. Some members have chosen
to name the endowment fund as a
designation for memorial gifts in the
obituary of a loved one. The reasons
for giving are as varied as the items
purchased. All of these gifts were

Highlights from the February 21, 2021 Session meeting:
The Session has received a proposal from the Uno
Dos Tres (UDT) Preschool for renting additional rooms
in the lower level under the sanctuary, for possible
expansion of the preschool. The Facilities Care Ministry
Team is looking at the feasibility of this and is working
through additional details, as is UDT. Session passed
a motion to approve the proposal in concept, which
will allow UDT to continue its due diligence about the
many details.

As we look to the future and the possibility
of resuming in-person worship, Session and staff
members are investigating the possibility of beginning
outdoor in-person worship services in June. There
are many details that need to be considered, so stay
tuned! There will be a pre-recorded video worship
service on May 23 (Pentecost Sunday), and weekly
podcasts continue.
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