The Link: February 2021

From Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
It’s at this time of year that I start to miss the beach.
(OK, I also miss sunshine, blue sky and warm
temperatures . . ..) Something I love to do while
walking the shore and listening to the waves is to
scour the shoreline for beach glass. I’ve been fortunate
to live most of my life on one of the Great Lakes.
Rochester, New York, is located on one of the lakes
most Michiganders forget about: Lake Ontario.
Whenever I find a piece of beach glass I turn it over
in my hand and try to imagine what it originally was a
part of. Sometimes it is easy to guess if part of a logo is
etched on it. Other times I have to use my imagination
and wonder what bottle or other shape the glass had
before it was fractured into pieces and then worn by
water and sand – and knowing that whatever it was, it
cannot go back to its original form and purpose.
I find this exercise to be a powerful and
intriguing metaphor for this season of healing and
recovery – from the coronavirus pandemic, political
divisiveness, racial injustice, and environmental
devastation. We still have a distance to go before

everyone has access to the vaccine and safeguards
can be relaxed. There is much work to do to heal the
politics of fear, hatred and vitriol in the heart of this
nation, that an inauguration of a new president will
not fix. We have work to do by demanding justice and
accountability for systemic racism before we can truly
move forward with the urgent work of transformation.
Though this is a daunting time in our communal
and individual lives, our faith offers a framework for us
to explore the ways God’s presence is with us. Through
worship, scripture, spiritual practices and service we
experience God’s presence with us as an ongoing
expression of solidarity with human suffering, and we
journey toward making something beautiful from that
which is seemingly broken.
As Christians the invitation to healing and
wholeness is rooted in our call to discipleship and
a belief that each person is created a precious and
holy vessel of embodied love. Our theme year for Lent,
Holy Vessels, will explore that sense of healing – of
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Wednesday, February 17, at 7 pm, Westminster
joins other local churches for an ecumenical
Ash Wednesday service, online. Watch your
email that day for the link to the service.

body, mind, and spirit – in the metaphor of a glass
vessel fractured into pieces.
To support and invite you to draw deeper into
this theme we will distribute bags containing
various Lenten Worship materials. In the bags will
be items for Ash Wednesday, a calendar of spiritual
practices for each day in Lent, a piece of sea glass, and
various prayers and other resources. These bags will
be distributed on Monday, February 15, between
10 am and noon at the church. I will be there to greet
you and will bring your worship bag to your car. If you
are unable to come during this time, we will leave the

bins of worship bags (organized by Deacon Care Group
and alphabetically) outside the main entrance to the
church (by the sanctuary) for you to pick up later on
that Monday or Tuesday. If you are unable to come
to the church during those times, please reach out
to your deacon as soon as possible and he or she will
deliver it to your home. We want to be sure everyone
has a worship bag before Ash Wednesday.
Peace,

Melissa

Engaging Our Neighbors
Furnishings Sought for Refugee Resettlement
The Refugee Resettlement Program of Jewish Family
Services in Ann Arbor is resettling a family of seven
from Afghanistan on February 5.
The following items are needed for their housing:
• electronic gift cards (Target or Visa) to purchase
new linens and various household items

• two sofas or a sofa and love seat in very good
condition
• a flat screen TV, either a smart TV or one with
HDML hookup
Please contact Patty Benson of Jewish Family
).
Services for donation details (
Photos of the furniture are much appreciated.

Our Life Together
Wednesday Lecture Series Begins
The Adult Ed Ministry Team is putting together a
Wednesday Night Lecture Series, taking place once a
month during the Wednesday Dessert Zoom gathering.
To start us off, on January 27, Betty Chaffee, PharmD
shared with us about the new COVID-19 vaccines.
On February 24, Dr. Floretta “Flo” Barbee-Watkins
will speak with us about the Presbytery of Detroit’s
Matthew 25 initiative. Dr. Flo is the Interim Executive
Presbyter for our presbytery. Stay tuned for details!

Wednesday
Dessert

Local Author Addresses Relevant Issues
Crossing the Hall: Exposing an American Divide by
Lori Wojtowcz addresses issues of systemic poverty
and structural racism in Ann Arbor. Lori taught
English Literature at Ann Arbor Huron High School
for 35 years, but it wasn’t until she was asked to teach

African American Literature there that she began to
understand how white she was and what it means
to be black in this community. She makes many
insightful and enlightening observations in her book,
just published in 2019.

A learning church is a growing church.
Take advantage of these opportunities to grow in faith, service and friendship.
Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm on Zoom. Wednesday Dessert Conversations are at 7 pm on
Join the discussion about the week’s scripture and Zoom, providing time for us to connect, catch up
sermon. The Zoom meeting invitation arrives via email with and encourage one another. The Zoom meeting
on Monday mornings.
invitation arrives via email on Wednesday mornings.
Reading Through the Bible Group meets virtually on
Sundays at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson
(
) or Jun Zhang (
) to receive the meeting invitation and join
the conversation. All are welcome!

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third
Mondays of the month at 7 pm, currently via Zoom.
Please contact Margaret Klammer to receive the
meeting invitation (
). New
members are welcome.

Two small groups are studying the book of Romans,
meeting online on alternate Sundays at 7 pm:
• First and third Sundays; please contact Bryce
Babcock (
) for information.
• Second and fourth Sundays; please contact
Marjorie McRoberts (
) for
information.

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm, currently via
Zoom. On February 11, they’ll begin discussing The
Rosie Project by Graeme C. Simsion. New members
are welcome for a one-book series or for the long haul.
Please contact Melody McCormick-Randall to learn
more (
).

You are welcome to set up meetings with existing, new or ad hoc groups. Please contact Margaret Compton
in the church office for help with this (or simply use your own video conference account if you have one).

Times may be very quiet while the
pandemic continues – but our Facility
Management Ministry Team has
continued to work on maintenance
and improvement projects around
the building. You’re invited to drive
by the church some evening and see
the now beautifully-lit crosses on our
steeple and in the Memorial Garden.

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) in
support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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