From Our Pastor
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” -1 Thess. 5:16-18
Dear Friends,
I love this time of year. There is much of the fall
season that invites us to celebrate with prayers of
thanksgiving for the abundance of God’s gifts. Recently,
Robin and I drove what I call “overland” (taking the
back roads instead of the highways!) through rural
Ohio and Michigan. We watched the abundance of
the harvest with a love and appreciation of the land.
It never ceases to amaze me the ways in which the
apple trees bend heavy from the fruit that grace the
branches. The excitement stirred as the earliest signs
of red and yellow spread to dominate the landscape in
such a short amount of time. The melancholy that sets
in when the trees are bare and sky is grey.
This is a season to show gratitude and awareness
with others for the blessedness of our lives. To treasure
those around us and to remember how unique this
moment is—savoring and drinking deeply of the cup
of gratitude. In the book The Art of Gathering, Priya
Parker talks about a phrase used in a 16th century
Japanese tea ceremony: ichi-go ichi-e, which essentially
means “one meeting, one moment in your life that will
never happen again.”
We may meet again, but fully take in this moment,
because in a year’s time at the next gathering we’ll have
a new experience. Because we will be different people
bringing different experiences with us. Because we are
changing and have changed. Approach each gathering
as a holy ichi-go ichi-e because life is fragile and so very
special. This spiritual and mortal reality is one we have
been in touch with more in the last year and half than
perhaps any other time in our lives.

During this time of year, we take time in worship
to remember the saints who have shaped our lives;
we remember the story of God’s work in the world.
This year we will combine WPC’s tradition “Service of
Remembrance” with All Saints Sunday on November
7th at 11am. Along with the celebration of communion,
we will read the names of those saints from WPC who
have died in the last year. An opportunity for you
to share names of those you a remembering will be
available.
A few weeks later on Wednesday, November 24th
at 7pm we are so excited to gather in worship for
the “Thanksgiving Eve Service” and hear some great
testimonies as we give thanks to the Lord. This is a
wonderful service to invite friends, neighbors, and
family who are in town (service to be held in Fellowship
Hall).
My prayer for you WPC, our neighbors near and far,
is that we take each opportunity we can safely gather
in worship, fellowship, learning, service, (and of course
eating) to pause, take in each moment of this season,
and give thanks to God.
Peace,

The Rev. Dr.
Melissa Lynn Allison

Engaging Our Neighbors
Thanksgiving Dinner for Those in Need
Westminster of Ann Arbor has the opportunity to partner with Westminster of
Detroit this Thanksgiving to make sure our community has access to a bountiful, hot
Thanksgiving meal. Volunteers are needed Monday the 22nd-Wednesday the 24th for
set-up and Thursday the 25th to serve, deliver meals, and help clean up. Contact Patricia
Kaye (
or
) to sign up or get more info.

Friends In Deed
Westminster is preparing the meal for Friends In Deed’s CIRCLES Tuesday evening meal
on Nov 30. Amy Ticknor is doing the prep and serving, but we need 3 or 4 people to go
with her to help serve and mix with the diners. They serve about 40 people at this event.
You can sign up to provide food items or volunteer to serve here: bit.ly/circles-tgiving.
Please bring your donations to the Westminster kitchen by Sunday, November 28. See
Lynda Berg or Kay Tuttle if you have questions.

Winter clothing needed for refugee families
Some remaining winter clothing needs for three refugee families are being addressed by
Jewish Family Services with assistance from local congregations including Westminster.
In addition, a winter coat drive for refugee families is now underway. If you can help
by donating, please see signup links in the Friday email. Contact Gordon Beeman of
Westminster (
) or Patty Benson of JFS (
) with
any questions. Your generosity and support are greatly appreciated!

Our Life Together
Autumn Paper Craft
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Autumn Craft Night! Here’s some of the great artwork produced!

You’re Invited to Game Night!
Wednesday, Nov 3 at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. This is an intergenerational event for
the young and young at heart! Please bring your favorite game to share with the group
and/or be ready to join in someone else’s game. Sign up on the bulletin board or contact
Elizabeth Tidd (
or
).

Thanksgiving Eve Bread Exchange
Westminster Presbyterian Church will celebrate Thanksgiving Eve on Wednesday,
November 24th at 7:00pm. Since we will be together in Fellowship Hall, we would like to
do a Bread Exchange during the service. If you would like to participate, please bring 2 or
more loaves of bread (homemade or from a bakery) to be shared with the congregation.
The extra loaves of bread will be given to members who are unable to attend in person
or will be given to Riverside. If you would be able to help deliver the extra loaves of
bread to our at-home members right after Thanksgiving, (Nov 26th - Nov 28th) please contact Suzanne Lange
or
). She will give you the names and addresses for your at-home deliveries.
(
Thank you so much for bringing the Bread Exchange back to Westminster. We look forward to sharing this special
Thanksgiving Eve service and loaves of bread with all of you.

Capital Campaign Celebration Update
Due to COVID concerns, this event (originally scheduled for Nov 7) will be postponed until later this winter. We
are still planning on finding a date to celebrate the conclusion of our capital campaign and Westminster’s 65th
anniversary, so be on the lookout for more info down the line!

Building Use Updates and Reminders
UDT Expansion – Please note that between the hours of 7:30am-5:30pm the lower level area under the Sanctuary
and Narthex is not accessible. At 6pm rooms 32 and 34 are available if needed. The remainder of the lower level
is accessible via the elevator, the stairwell next to the elevator or the stairwell next to the kitchen exterior door.
Please remember to contact the church office for all building use. Many of our regular renters are back in the
building throughout the week.
If you schedule an event in the building make sure you make arrangements with the office to pick up a building
key prior to your event.

Daylight Savings

New Church Directory

A reminder to set your clocks
back for November 7. Enjoy
the extra hour of sleep before
worship that Sunday!

The most recent version of the
church directory is available at
westpresa2.org/wp-content/
uploads/directory.pdf
The church office will
periodically update the
directory, but the web address will remain the same.

Looking Ahead to Advent
Preparing our Church Home for Advent:
Our Advent 2021 theme at Westminster Presbyterian Church is: Close to Home. When something hits close to
home, it affects us deeply. We hold the memories and truths of this Advent season close to our hearts. We long
for Emmanuel who is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. We long
for God to come close. In our preparation for the Advent season, we would like to capture these physical and
metaphorical feelings of “home” that help us draw near to this season. Please consider sharing bits of our your
“home” with ours at Westminster this season. See below for opportunities:

Nativity Sets:
For Advent this year we
are inviting YOU to share a
Christmas tradition from your
home to ours here at church.
Do you have a Nativity set
that you display at home that
has special meaning or a story? Would you be willing
to share that Nativity set and the story of why it has
meaning, at church during the Advent Season? Advent
sets would be on display in the worship space from
November 28th until after Christmas. Please contact
Pastor Melissa (
) if you are
interested!

Family Christmas Recipes:
Many of us have a memory
of a food that reminds us
of home during the holiday
season. It might be as simple as
a fresh orange at the bottom
of our stocking on Christmas
morning or a fruitcake that ages on a shelf for
months. We are collecting recipes from your family
to share with our church family. Please send a copy
of the recipe and a brief story of why this recipe is
important to your family by Sunday, November 14th
to our Media & Communications Director, Nate
(
).

Christmas Poinsettias
Poinsettias may be purchased online November 1–December 5. These red poinsettia
plants will be two-stemmed, with gold foil and a lovely bow in a 7.5” pot. Remember how
beautiful they were last year? We are buying directly from the same (local) nursery this
year – so you won’t want to miss out on this opportunity.
Use the online form at westpresa2.org/poinsettias-2021 to purchase plants either for
you to have at home, or for a deacon to deliver to a Westminster at-home member.
As in the past you can indicate if you want your poinsettia to be “in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person,
to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
The price this year is $15.
Poinsettias for your home will be available to take after the Christmas Eve service in Fellowship Hall.

COVID Considerations
Notes for worship: In order to care for the health and safety of everyone attending Sunday morning worship,
the windows in the fellowship hall will be open. As the weather gets colder, remember to dress accordingly;
bring your warm sweaters, jackets, and cozy socks!
As Washtenaw County is currently experiencing high COVID transmission we are keeping our masks on at all
times, distancing and refraining from communal spoken word and song in worship.
This means we are learning to worship and glorify God in creative ways!!
Worship leaders will assist us in using “signs” for words of some songs (this includes American Sign Language
and creative body movements). There are times we will use our body as percussion instruments (clapping and
stomping). Thank you for your openness as we trust the Spirit to bring us into the presence of the risen Christ
through this time of worship. When levels move to moderate or low we will return to previous building use and
worship protocols. Masks are currently required for anyone in our building at any time.

Learn and Grow Together
Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson
(
; 734-757-4305) or Jun
Zhang (
) for more information.

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer
(
) for more information. New
members are welcome.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship
hall at 9:30 am. Join us for our first series of the fall,
– Red Letter Bible Jesus – in which we consider Jesus’
interactions with his disciples.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the
second and fourth Mondays of each month in
members’ homes. A mix of book and Bible study
helps us understand how to follow Jesus in today’s
world. For information please contact Elizabeth
Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and
Tidd (
) or Carol Hufnagel
third Sundays at 7 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock
(
).
for information (
).
Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school
Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are
year and occasionally in the summer. New members
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or
(
).
contact Rev. Allison (
).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks)
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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