
From Our Pastor
“When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them.”
 -Luke 24:30

Dear Friends of Westminster,
The first Sunday in October is designated as 

World Communion Sunday, which celebrates our 
unity in Christ at the table with Christians around the 
world. The practice began at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1933.

In preparation for this worship service, I keep 
coming back to the place where we celebrate the 
meal: the table. I didn’t grow up eating at the dinner 
table with my family. I am certainly a product of my 
generation with a dad that worked second shift and a 
mom with two full time jobs (as a nurse in a doctor’s 
office and then chauffeur for three kids!). We ate on 
TV trays in front of the evening news. The dining 
room table was covered with junk-mail or the latest 
household project.

I always wanted a different experience for my 
family. I dreamed of the table being the centerpiece 
of a home, the place of gathering and welcome, of 
feasting and long conversations; an ordinary place of 
daily communion that transpires when family and 
friends pull up a chair and sit across from one another, 
break bread, and share their lives. 

What is it about the table? For one thing, it gives 
us space apart from one another to remain individuals, 
and yet, it draws us ever closer to one another through 
storytelling, through laughter, through sharing 
burdens. It’s a level playing field both visually, literally, 
and metaphorically.

I think about all the tables where I have been 
welcomed as a guest over the years. High in the 
mountains of Guatemala, a red and white checkered 
vinyl covered a picnic table where women widowed by 
the violence and civil war in their village served a meal 
of tortillas and shared their stories. A children’s table 
in a church preschool in Jamaica, my knees scrunched 
up underneath, sharing a meal of animal cookies and 
juice boxes. A metal barrel turned over on the streets 
of Palestine for a cup of strong coffee and honey 
covered dessert. Meals with strangers and new-found 
friends. Tables of hospitality where God’s grace and 
love flowed with abundance. 

As we come together to celebrate World 
Communion, may we envision our siblings in Christ 
from around the globe sitting at all kinds of tables 
sharing their lives, stories, and faith. And may each one 
of us see our own tables, both in church and in our 
homes, as God’s, where we practice radical hospitality 
and welcome!

Peace,

 
Melissa



Engaging Our Neighbors
Gemini Concert

On Saturday, October 2 at 2pm we host the Gemini 
concert on the Westminster lawn. All are welcome! 
Admission is a non-perishable food item for Hope 
Clinic’s food pantry.

Bake the World a Better Place
Westminster continues to provide birthday treats for 
Riverside Community Gathering guests. On the first 
Wednesday of each month, we’re including individually 
wrapped cookies (60 total) in the boxed meals. Please 
contact Alice Chambers ( ) to 
provide cookies. We can provide pickup and delivery if 
needed.

Our Life Together
Graceful Giving

“Since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love 
we have kindled in you – see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7)

Who are you?
Who, who, who, who?
Who are you?
Who, who, who, who?
Who are you?
Who, who, who, who?

You have to admit, they just don’t write lyrics like 
that anymore (perhaps thankfully!).  It’s been over 40 
years since that angst-ridden pop song went double 
platinum. (Bonus points to those Who can name the 
band without using Google).  But hasn’t humankind 
been asking itself, and God, that very question 
throughout history?  Psalm 8:4, Job 7:17, Psalm 144:3 
and Hebrews 2:6 all ask it.  And so does David as he 
ponders the construction of Solomon’s Temple and 
the impressive capital campaign behind it!:

 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to give as generously as this?  Everything comes 
from You, and we have given You only what comes 
from Your hand.” [I Chronicles 29:14]

“Who are you?” the song asks.  I am especially 
reminded of those lyrics twice a year when, as Financial 
Secretary, I receive generous, completely anonymous 
gifts in the church mail. They are in the form of money 
orders or bank cashier checks with absolutely no clue 
as to the donor. We have been receiving them over 
more than a decade and they now total over $80,000.

Despite their regularity over the years, they always 
surprise me into a moment of gratitude and wonder: 

“Who are you?” A member simply wishing to remain 
totally anonymous? A close friend of mine here in 
the congregation or an individual I have never met? 
Someone in the community that our neighborhood 
outreach helped years ago and is now paying it 
forward? A philanthropist who simply regularly helps 
many churches in the city, Presbytery or even wider 
geographic territory? Someone who worships with 
us every Sunday; or has never been in our building? 



Someone who regularly reads The Link… and 
possibly these words of gratitude, acknowledgement 
and appreciation for the support of Westminister 
Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor and its ministries?

I don’t know the answers to those questions and, 
of course, I never seek to find them. I simply offer up 

my gratitude to God for the generous, giving spirit of 
others – those I know and those I don’t – and pray we 
use the funds wisely in keeping with our mission.

— Dave Wright, Financial Secretary, 
who prefers the album Tommy by The Who

Save the date! On Sunday, November 7, we’ll celebrate the successful end of the 
Capital Campaign as well as Westminster’s 65th anniversary.

Autumn Paper Crafting
Wednesday, October 20 at 
6:30pm in the fellowship hall. 
Quilling fall designs with Connie 
and Alison. For the young and 
the young at heart! For more 
info or to sign up, contact 
Connie George ( , )  
or Alison Collicott ( ).

Nursery help needed
Help care for our little ones 
on Sunday mornings. This 
is a paid caregiver position! 
Please pass the word to those 
who might be interested; it’s 
a great opportunity for local 
college students if you happen to know any! For more 
information contact Jill Fairchild (  
or ).

Featured Musician: Sonia Lee
On Sunday, October 3, we welcome featured guest musician: violinist Sonia Lee! Sonia is 
a Detroit native and accomplished chamber musician, teacher, and composer. Read more 
about her experience, projects, and awards at SoniaLeeViolinist.com

COVID Considerations
Notes for worship: In order to care for the health and safety of everyone attending Sunday morning worship, 
the windows in the fellowship hall will be open. As the weather gets colder, remember to dress accordingly; 
bring your warm sweaters, jackets, and cozy socks!

As Washtenaw County is currently experiencing high COVID transmission we are keeping our masks on at all 
times, distancing and refraining from communal spoken word and song in worship.

This means we are learning to worship and glorify God in creative ways!! 

Worship leaders will assist us in using “signs” for words of some songs (this includes American Sign Language 
and creative body movements). There are times we will use our body as percussion instruments (clapping and 
stomping). Thank you for your openness as we trust the Spirit to bring us into the presence of the risen Christ 
through this time of worship. When levels move to moderate or low we will return to previous building use and 
worship protocols. Masks are currently required for anyone in our building at any time.



Learn and Grow Together

Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays 
at 9:30 am. Please contact Marcia Anderson  
( ; 734-757-4305) or Jun 
Zhang ( ) for more information.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed meets in the fellowship 
hall at 9:30 am. Join us for our first series of the fall, 

– Red Letter Bible Jesus – in which we consider Jesus’ 
interactions with his disciples.

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 7 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information ( ).

Monday Bible Study: Sermon Conversations are 
weekly at 1 pm online. The Zoom invitation is in the 
Friday Good Things and Sunday podcast emails, or 
contact Rev. Allison ( ).

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays at 7 pm. Please contact Margaret Klammer  
( ) for more information. 
New members are welcome.

Matthew 25 Study Group meets at 7 pm on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month in 
members’ homes. A mix of book and Bible study 
helps us understand how to follow Jesus in today’s 
world. For information please contact Elizabeth 
Tidd ( ) or Carol Hufnagel  
( ).

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly in the school 
year and occasionally in the summer. New members 
are welcome. Please contact Sue Flynn to learn more  
( ).

We thank you for continuing to fulfill your pledges and financial commitments (online or by mailing checks) 
in support of the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church.
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