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From Our Pastor
Dear Friends of Westminster,

“What do you love most about the church?” 
Specifically, about this church?

As I begin to meet with people again in their homes 
and in the church, I find myself asking this question 
often. I remember asking this question of the elders of 
Session, when I first arrived as pastor in the fall of 2019. 
The answers varied. People would pause, think for a 
moment, and say “the music program, Wednesday 
Dinner, the sanctuary, and opportunities for learning, 
spiritual growth and service.”

Now when I ask this question, no one misses a 
beat: “Experiencing God’s love in community.”

I confess that now that we are back to worshiping 
together in person there is a pull to start planning fall 
programs. After all, this would be the time our staff 
and leaders would do that, with all the questions about 
what volunteers, leaders and staff do we need to get 
those going again. An article written by a colleague of 
mine brought me back to your responses about what 
you love most about Westminster: “Loving God, each 
other and our neighbors.”

God loves us beyond anything we can even begin 

to imagine. Some of us may have felt very close to 
that love on any particular day during our extended 
time of social isolation, and some of us may have felt 
distanced from that love.

Right now, most of us aren’t necessarily 
looking for ways to fill up our calendars. We are 
looking for ways to experience and express the love 
of God in our life. Right now, we aren’t sure what the 
fall will hold. We do know the days are long (in a good 
way!), creation is bursting with life, and we have the 
opportunity to take a deep breath and love each other. 
Let’s be that church.

Peace,

 Melissa

Faithfulness: Churches love their neighbors during a pandemic year
“The stories of churches serving in a pandemic year 
are full of faithfulness. Faithfulness, not defined as 
unfettered success, but as ministry done at full sprint 
and in new ways . . . Sometimes, grace appears on the 
new unmarked road.”

Westminster Ann Arbor is highlighted in this article 
in the June 22, 2021 issue of Presbyterian Outlook; read 
it online here: pres-outlook.org/2021/06/faithfulness-
churches-love-their-neighbors-and-open-their-hearts-
during-a-pandemic-year/.



Engaging Our Neighbors
Wednesday Forum Highlights Resettlement Progam

July 21, at 7 pm, Shrina Eadeh, 
Director of Ann Arbor’s Jewish 
Family Services Resettlement 
Programs, is our featured speaker 
at our next Wednesday Forum. 
The Resettlement & Integration 

Services assists refugees and those with other 

immigration statuses and their families with critical 
social services needed to ease the transition into a 
new community. Shrina will describe the program, 
highlighting current opportunities and needs.

This is a timely presentation since 500 people are 
expected to resettle in this area in the fall. Watch for 
the Zoom link arriving that morning. 

2021 Habitat House of Faith
As in past years, Westminster will work with three 
other faith organizations (Ann Arbor First Presbyterian 
Church, Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church and 
Ypsilanti First Baptist Church) to build a home for a 
low-income family. Built during the school year by 
high school students, the 720-square-foot single-story 
house will be completed by volunteers.

Westminster has committed to providing 4–6 
volunteers on Friday, July 30; Saturday, August 21; and 
Friday, September 10. Additional dates may be added 
depending on progress in the renovations.

Volunteers must be 16 or older; 16- and 17-year-
olds must be accompanied by an adult. We will work 

from 9 am until 4 pm, 
with a noon break for 
lunch. Volunteers should 
bring their own lunch 
and beverages, as well 
as gloves and protective 
eye-wear. Tools and 
equipment are provided; 
volunteers may bring their 
own if desired. No special 
skills are required. All are welcome and encouraged to 
participate. Sign up online at bit.ly/house-of-faith or 
contact Ron Fairchild.

Groceries for Hope
On the third Sunday of each month, you’re invited to bring a bag of nonperishable food and personal and 
household items, for Hope Clinic’s food pantry. Our next collection day is Sunday, July 18.

Our Life Together

Habitat
for Humanity
Huron Valley

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, August 1, following worship, we’ll hold a short congregational meeting to:
• Approve changes to the Westminster Bylaws

• Approve terms of call for Rev. DeRosia

• Elect officers



Spring Fling Marks the End of the School Year
Westminster youths celebrated the end of the school 
year with a Spring Fling Gala on June 11. Nine teens 
enjoyed a seven-course tapas dinner served by “wait 
staff” from the youth ministry team. The cocktails-

inspired event included iced tea and lemonade and 
dessert. A white elephant gift exchange and a final trip 
to the playground capped the evening.

Nominating Committee Considers Candidates
The Nominating Committee is currently considering 
nominees for Session and the Board of Deacons. If 
contacted, would you please consider whether God is 
calling you to serve Christ in this ministry?

The Nominating Committee includes Bryce Babcock, 
Gordon Beeman, Lynda Berg, Sharon Cloke (chair), 
Margaret Compton, Rev. DeRosia, Elizabeth Tidd and 
April Wright.



Re-emerging, Thoughtfully and Carefully
As of June 22, all Michigan COVID orders were lifted. The church building is now open for small groups 
and ministry teams, with no COVID restrictions.

As you resume in-person meetings, please be sure to schedule them with Margaret Compton in the 
church office. Please be sensitive to those who may not be comfortable meeting indoors and locate your 
meeting appropriately to include all. Some groups may decide to continue meeting outside or via Zoom 
or other means. Building signs indicate that masks are encouraged but not required.

The Session has voted to implement a hybrid model for worship, July 4 through the end of August. We 
will worship outdoors, weather permitting, with no requirement to wear masks. You are always welcome 
to wear a mask if you feel more comfortable doing so.

In July and August, in case of rain or extreme heat, we will move into the fellowship hall with masks. The 
decision to move inside will be made on Friday and announced in that Friday’s email.
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Pump organs available
Westminster has two antique pump organs in need of new homes – perhaps yours? They are in good condition 
and free for the taking. Please contact Richard LeSeuer to learn more and to claim them.

A learning church is a growing church
Take advantage of these opportunities to grow in faith, service and friendship:

Monday Conversations are weekly at 1 pm on Zoom. 
Join the discussion about the week’s scripture and 
sermon. The Zoom meeting invitation is included in 
the weekly Friday email, or please contact Rev. DeRosia.

Reading Through the Bible Group meets Sundays at 
9:30 am. Please contact Jun Zhang or Marcia Anderson 
for more information. All are welcome!

Sunday Evening Bible Study meets on the first and 
third Sundays at 7 pm; please contact Bryce Babcock 
for information.

Mary Martha Group meets the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 pm. Please contact 
Margaret Klammer for information. New members 
are welcome.

Thursday Book Club meets at 1 pm weekly and 
welcomes newcomers. Please contact Jill Fairchild to 
join the conversation.

You are welcome to set up meetings with existing, 
new or ad hoc groups. Please schedule all meetings, 
both virtual and in person, with Margaret Compton 
in the church office. 


