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More new church offi  cers are introduced
Jeff Buck is an elder serving on the Administration Committee.

You might not expect to 
meet your future spouse 
in a summer school engi-
neering course, but God 
does work in wonderful 
and mysterious ways. Jeff , 
a native of Indiana, met 
Greta, who grew up in 
Minneapolis, in a sum-
mer school Dynamics 
class while he was doing 
his undergraduate work 
at Purdue. Following a 

“dynamic” college courtship, they were married soon 
aft er graduation. Aft er he received his bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering from Purdue, he earned a 
master’s degree in the same fi eld from the U of M. Greta 
had been a co-op student with 3M-Sarns in Ann Arbor, 
and when she was off ered a permanent position there, 
they made the move to Ann Arbor. During his career, 
Jeff  has worked on the fi rst high-volume anti-lock brake 
systems for GM and was an engineer and engineering 
manager with Federal-Mogul. He has since moved into 
sales and is the vice president of North American sales 
for a global supplier of wire harnesses.

Aft er enjoying DINC (dual income no children) sta-
tus for a number of years, Jeff  and Greta now have two 
daughters, Audrey, 12, and Margaret, 9. About them he 
says, “Both girls were baptized at Westminster and have 
always known Westminster as their church home. We’ve 
been blessed by all the saints that have been part of their 

lives and the friends that they have in the church family.”
About his faith history: “Aft er moving to Ann Arbor, 

Greta and I started looking for a church. Greta grew 
up as a Lutheran and my little bit of church-going in 
my youth was as a Presbyterian. We tried a few local 
churches but didn’t connect with any. Aft er seeing an 
ad in the newspaper, we attended Westminster and 
immediately felt at home. We’ve been here ever since 
(about 20 years). Th e fi rst years we enjoyed attending on 
Sundays, but didn’t get too involved. Eventually we be-
came more involved and have benefi ted from everything 
we’ve done at Westminster. Overall my participation in 
the activities has allowed me to build relationships with 
the wonderful people of Westminster and to strengthen 
and grow in my faith.”

Jeff  was an elder and church treasurer about ten 
years ago, and has been a member of the Stewardship 
and Finance Committee since that time. Using his en-
gineering and homeowner skills (and muscles), he was 
a part of the fi rst mission trip to Reynosa with Mines-
tario de Fe and has helped with Habitat For Humanity 
projects sponsored by the church. He served on the 
nominating committee that called Cathi King, and has 
led a couple of adult education classes, which he found 
greatly rewarding. 

What gets him excited? “Over the last few years I’ve 
taken up (or become addicted to, as some would say) 
endurance sports. I’ve completed four marathons and 
will run in the Boston Marathon this April. During the 
summer I participate in triathlons.”

Jack Collins is an elder serving on the Missions Committee.
Jack was born in Detroit 
and grew up in Pontiac 
and later in the Birming-
ham-Bloomfi eld Hills area. 
As a youth, he attended 
the Sunday school classes 
at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Birmingham, 
and he says this is where 
the seeds of his faith were 
planted. Aft er high school, 
Jack earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history from 

Eastern Michigan University.

Aft er college, Jack served in the US Army, stateside 
with the 82nd Airborne, and in Viet Nam in the 101st 
Airborne. He was a paratrooper and a reconnaissance 
scout, and fl ew combat helicopter missions. Aft er his 
military service, there were moves to Hawaii and Colo-
rado before returning to Michigan. Back in Michigan, 
Jack met Rosemary, and they were married in 1981. A 
few years ago, they renewed their wedding vows on 
their 25th wedding anniversary. The ceremony was 
here at Westminster, led by Pastor Cathi King. Jack and 
Rosemary have no children; they do have a well-loved 
one-year-old golden retriever named Sunshine. Jack is 
currently a motor coach operator for the Ann Arbor 
Transportation Authority.

New offi  cers, continued on page 10
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FAQs about the Westminster Gardening Project
What is the purpose of the garden?

• To produce fresh vegetables to share with the 
hungry of our community. Weekly harvests 
will be collected for the Riverside Community 
Gathering Wednesday night meal. Additional 
groups identifi ed to receive fresh vegetables 
from our garden include Hope Clinic and 
Food Gatherers.

• To provide a sacred space for the 
neighborhood. Our garden design will include 
a prayer walk with Scripture verses for quiet 
refl ection.

• To educate. Families are encouraged to 
participate in the planning and care of the 
garden teaching stewardship and care of 
God’s creation, the process of food provision 
from seed to plate, nutritional benefi ts of 
naturally grown food and the importance 
of gardening for sustainable communities. 
Sunday school teachers are encouraged to 
creatively use the garden to bring to life 
agricultural teachings of Jesus. Where possible, 
biblical herbs and plants will be incorporated 
into the garden.

• To join other faith-based congregations as 
a partner of the Faith and Food Network of 
Washtenaw County. For more information 
about this initiative, see the Growing Hope 
website: www.growinghope.net/projects/
FaithandFood.shtml

Where will the garden be?

Tentatively, the garden will be 
located in the northwest corner 

of the property near the pine trees, with 
vegetable gardens on either side of the 
sidewalk. Th ere is a water source nearby, 
the pine trees provide privacy for the 
sacred space, and this location provides 
good sun. Before digging begins, the 
neighbors will be invited into the 
conversation and the utility companies 
will be contacted.

What will the design of the garden look like?

Th is is still yet to be determined. If you are 
interested in submitting a garden design, your 

ideas are most welcome! Pictures of the location are on 
the website, but a walk through the area will be helpful 
for your design process. Designs should be clearly 
marked and placed in the Mission Committee mailbox 
by Easter Sunday for consideration. Designs will be 
chosen for effi  cient vegetable production, aesthetic 
quality, maintainability, and incorporation of natural 
landscape.

How will the garden be maintained?

Care and maintenance of the garden will be 
provided by anyone in the congregation with a 

passion to participate. Th e hope and dream is that this 
ministry will be multigenerational. 

How can I be a part of this exciting “growing” 
ministry?

Th e large bulletin board in the entrance to 
the fellowship hall is currently dedicated to 

this project. Add your name to the growing list of 
interested people and look for more details to come! 
For more information, please see one of the following 
people: Gail Arnold, Robin Hess, Arthur Howard, 
Marie Howard, Jeff  Kaiser, Joanne Keeling, Pastor King.
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